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The Glowing Heart
By General Superintendent Young
T  h e a r d  a preacher say one time that he preached better 
when he was “ mad.” But I doubt it. A  “ m ad” man might 
becom e a bad man or even a madman. Perhaps the brother in 
question was trying to shock his hearers. A t least his words 
w ere ill-chosen, for anger is a poor admixture for the truth of 
God.
The twentieth-century minister is also a prophet of God. 
In declaring the truth of God and in applying it to his own 
heart and generation, he must point out both trends and out­
come. Many of these are not pleasant to contemplate. Even 
the minister will find himself almost unwittingly shying away 
from  some of the stern truth of the gospel. But his surest de­
fense is, “ Thus saith the Lord.”  Each generation offers some 
new  synthetic lies that the messenger of truth must face heroic­
ally. His eye, however, is clearest when there is a tear in it, and 
he articulates the gospel more accurately when his voice carries 
true compassion with it.
Even life shows us the judgment side of truth. W e must 
not deny it for the sake of pleasantness. H owever, the min­
ister of the gospel does not find delight in malice or in judgment. 
Our biblical warnings must not degenerate into personal threats. 
John Baillie warns, “ But truth spoken in malice is little likely 
to convince and that for the very good reason that it can never 
even be quite true. The malice must always taint and corrupt 
the truth, so that only truth spoken in love can be quite 
true.” * W e dare not wound men with the truth of God except 
in order to heal them. The prophet of God is not a sadist. Good 
manners are an asset in soul winning. The soul winner always 
cherishes the glowing heart, for even sinful men seem to know 
when we truly care.
The Psalmist wrote with Messianic insight and with fra­
grant beauty long ago: “ Loving-kindness and truth have met 
together; righteousness and peace have kissed each other. 
Righteousness will go before Him and make His footsteps into 
a w ay” (85:10, 13, The B erkeley  V ersion ) .  It is at Calvary that 
w e discover how  m uch G od cares.
*A Reasoned Faith, Chas. Scribner’s Sons.
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Culture and Holiness
So m e  t i m e  a g o  a prominent pastor was heard to say: “ I need a music minister, but I do not want the kind who thinks that his first duty is 
to raise the cultural level of my people.”  He meant that he did not con­
ceive the mission of a church music director to be to turn the church into 
a school of fine arts. In this pastoral concern there is a large measure of 
validity. A  highly trained musician with strong feelings of distaste for 
what he considers hillbilly tunes or “ low  brow ”  Gospel songs, and with a 
head full of majestic anthems, can kill a free spirit of worship if he is over- 
zealous in wanting to elevate everyone’s music sense. He is to lead a con­
gregation in worship, not give public music lessons. If he succeeds in helping 
the people touch God, he will have to accom modate himself— at least at first 
— to the level of their likes and dislikes. Their religious emotions are con­
ditioned to flow  freely within familiar channels. They will respond to an 
old hymn or Gospel song they know and love, even if it has been sung 
every Sunday for fifty years. A ny crude criticism or clumsy paternalism 
from  the lofty heights of the music minister’s superiority w ill freeze their 
souls.
Yet while the pastor’s concern is wise, it raises the deeper question 
of religion and culture. What is the relationship of religion to cultural 
uplift? Does the Church have no responsibility at all in elevating Christians 
culturally? And what should be the Church’s attitude toward the culturally 
formative currents in modern society, particularly in the field of the fine 
arts?
These questions depend perhaps on another: Is there any connection 
between being a Christian and being cultured? Can an uncultivated, “ un­
polished diamond” be just as spiritual and blessed as a refined and educated 
person? In a sense, yes. A re we to conclude then that the Church should 
concern itself solely with the task of keeping him happy in the Lord? 
Is the fact (for instance) that he has no appreciation for Handel’s Messiah 
to be treated as a matter of complete indifference religiously?
The Church has generally not interpreted its responsibility so narrowly. 
Theology has taught that in Christian ethics there are duties to oneself, and 
that these include the improvement of mental powers and aesthetic sensibili­
ties as well as character. The reasons are not hard to seek. First, an ex­
panded mind and cultivated soul enlarge one’s capacity to enjoy the Lord. 
Just as a sensitive, highly trained musician feels music with m ore tingling 
nerves than an insensitive rustic, so a developed, well-rounded person has an 
enriched perception of truth and larger vision o f God. He sees m ore in the 
Bible; he feels m ore deeply in human relations; he pulsates more vibrantly 
to all o f life, as it provides a thousand avenues of communicating God and 
His glory.
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But second, the cultivated person is m ore useful. This can hardly be 
gainsaid. It is a lame rebuttal to point to the unlettered cow boy named 
“ B ud”  Robinson, for the w orld never knew that character. What the w orld 
knew was a great preacher and soul winner who had been ignorant but was 
ignorant no longer. In his declining years he once said to Joe Bierce: “ While 
a young man, the Lord showed me what I could becom e and I went to w ork.”
On the score o f usefulness everyone believes in culture, including the 
farm er who hoots at “ fancy” choir music and scorns choir robes, and is 
com pletely indifferent to whether the sanctuary is beautiful or ugly. Only 
he wants to confine culture to his highbred cattle and trained, Tennessee 
walking horses. He studies farm magazines because he desires improved 
corn and im proved hens. But his motives are strictly utilitarian. On the 
farm he knows that culture pays. It doesn’t occur to him that in church it 
pays too, but the dividends may not be negotiable in silver.
Furtherm ore, culture can be the handmaiden of piety and a safeguard 
of character. For the truly cultivated person has refined tastes, and thus 
finds m uch of the w orld ’s noisy, cheap claptrap repugnant to him. He is 
discriminating. He knows the difference between noble literature and sala­
cious tripe, between real art and the m ere label, between elevating music 
and discordant noise which passes for music. This is the true purpose of 
music appreciation classes and art courses in school. W hen a person comes 
out of grade school and high school and college with gutter tastes, and is 
utterly lacking in discrimination, w e may be sure he has m erely been grad­
uated; he has not been educated. He is still an uncultured boor.
Unfortunately, Am ericans do not rank high on the cultural scale. They 
read few er books than almost any other m odern nation. Their tawdry tastes 
are betrayed in the m ovies they like to see, the T V  shows which pull the 
popularity votes, the records which are in the hit parade. In a Herald of Holi­
ness article, W illiam  R obert M iller listed the Christmas songs which had 
reached the million-seller mark since 1949. The list was damning evidence 
of a culturally decadent society. In popular music the jungle beat and the 
plaintive wail have crow ded out the lyrical m elody and the trained voice. 
Raw, crude sex called “ love” is the chief subject. W e go for the cute, the 
bizarre, the bangy, with as little substance as possible. The din of deliber­
ate discord crashes into our ears from  jukeboxes and radios day and night. 
A nyone w ho has driven across country and tried to pick up a decent pro­
gram, only to be baffled by  the weird yelling and screaming pouring out on 
every wavelength hour after hour, becom es keenly aware of the cultural 
wilderness in which Am erica is wandering. B y  contrast, in Japan one can 
find top performances of fine music practically anytime. But not so on the 
Far East station, operated by  the Am erican armed forces for military per­
sonnel. High-class programs are as scarce as snow in June. A lm ost anytime 
one hopefully tunes in, he is hit by  offbeat, discordant instruments and 
nasal squawking, with programs ending uniform ly with such trite banalities 
as, “ W ell, whatever you  do, folks, have yourself a swingin’ good time.”  It 
is no wonder that many Europeans and Orientals think Am ericans are a na­
tion of well-heeled barbarians whose sole interests are their pleasures and 
their appetites.
Therefore the Church should concern itself with culture. Especially
(Continued on page 16)
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The place w e g ive to preaching 
the Word is the place our people 
w ill g ive to the Word
Scriptural Preaching by the Pastor
By Russell V. C lay*
T n  o u r  w o r l d  t o d a y  the minister 
is called upon to fill many posi­
tions. He is pastor, preacher, teacher, 
and leader of worship; he serves as 
executive, financier, organizer, pro­
moter, and social r e f o r m e r ,  along 
with a multitude of other duties too 
numerous to mention. He is also ex­
pected to excel in every one of these 
responsibilities.
In all this list of duties, preaching 
must be the first concern of the min­
ister if he is to be a success in the 
w ork of God. His calling may in­
clude these other responsibilities, but 
the preacher is primarily called to 
preach. Other things may be more 
attractive to the minister. He may 
enjoy other phases of his w ork much 
better than his study, but the fact 
remains, he is still called to preach.
The Apostle Paul said, “ For after 
that in the wisdom of God the world 
by  wisdom knew not God, it pleased 
God by the foolishness of preaching 
to save them that believe”  (I Cor. 
1 :21 ). The importance of preaching 
the W ord is also revealed in church 
history. W hen preachers resorted to 
the role of p r i e s t s  rather than 
preachers of the W ord, we drifted 
into the Dark Ages. Disgrace and
*Pastor, First Church o f the Nazarene, Xenia, 
Ohio.
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shame came upon our civilization. 
It was not until Martin Luther came 
forth in the face of Roman opposition 
and persecution to proclaim  his mes­
sage of faith in God that the people 
were revived spiritually.
The great revivals of the past were 
accompanied by great preaching. The 
English revival of the seventeenth 
century came as a result of the 
preaching of Baxter, Bunyan, and 
Levingston. The Great Awakening 
came through the preaching of the 
Wesleys, Edwards, and Whitefield. 
The greatest r e v i v a l  in America 
came in the early part of the nine­
teenth century when preaching the 
gospel of Christ was the great power 
of the Church. This all indicates that 
G od ’s method of saving the world is 
through preaching, and men whom 
God has called into the ministry are 
faced with this responsibility.
The w ord “ preach”  literally means 
“ to cry out; to proclaim aloud.” In 
the New Testament it m e a n s  a 
public declaration of the gospel of 
Christ. There are four m ajor qualifi­
cations n e c e s s a r y  in proclaiming 
G od ’s W ord: first, we must have a 
preacher, called of God, to preach 
the W ord; second, the preacher must 
have a definite knowledge of the 
truth to be presented; third, there 
must be an interested audience to
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hear the truth; and fourth, the truth 
must be presented in an attractive 
manner. Dr. Charles Jefferson said, 
“ The w ork of preaching is the most 
difficult task that a minister is called 
upon to p e r  f  o r m. It is the most 
strenuous, and the most exacting of 
all forms of labor. It requires the use 
of a greater combination of the fac­
ulties of man, and a finer balance of 
powers than any other of the human 
efforts.”
One of our great dangers is that 
we shall neglect this most important 
task. It is so easy for the preacher 
to let other responsibilities crowd 
preaching into the background. The 
demand of our age is along the line 
of deeds rather than words. People 
love the preacher w ho is a “ good 
Joe,” w ho can excel on the ball dia­
mond or on the golf course, who can 
eat the most hamburgers at the class 
parties, or who can recite the latest 
teen-age lingo at the youth gather­
ings. The adults prefer a minister 
who knows the most about building, 
or w ho can raise the most money, 
yet preach what they like to hear. 
The preacher is then tempted to try 
to meet all these expectations and 
neglect the most important calling of 
all— the preaching of the W ord!
Today, in most of our pastorates, 
we have so many outside responsi­
bilities that tend to rob us of time 
to study and meditate for the Sun­
day sermons! They are all good and 
important, but they take time, and 
we are tempted to push aside the 
most important task of preaching 
the Gospel. The pastor becom es in­
volved as chaplain of the local hos­
pital, president of the ministerial 
association, chairman o f tw o or more 
committees, and m em ber of a board 
for B oy Scouts or Camp Fire Girls. 
A ll very important, but tim e-con­
suming. Unless w e keep constantly 
before us the fact that preaching is
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the most important, we will be 
tempted to slide through the sermons 
on Sunday and give all our time to 
these other matters.
If w e are not very careful, even 
the auxiliaries will becom e a factor 
in our t e m p t a t i o n  to give the 
preached W ord a backseat. M a n y  
times we permit the Sunday school 
to rob us o f time, and we begin our 
preaching service late. A  great 
amount of time is taken up with an­
nouncements of Sunday school con­
tests, drives, promotions, B oy Scouts, 
committee meetings, and the like, 
until the p r e a c h e r  has very little 
time to preach. This tends to leave 
the impression that preaching is of 
very little importance and can have 
the time that is left. This is a trag­
edy when we realize that . . it 
pleased God by the foolishness of 
preaching to save them that believe.”
Many times the m orning worship 
service, which is the time for G od’s 
message to be given, is turned over 
to children’s programs or vacation 
Bible school demonstrations, and the 
preaching program is omitted. It is 
difficult to find time to deliver the 
Christmas message at Christmas, or 
the Resurrection story at Easter, be­
cause of other programs demanding 
the time. W e have Education Sun­
day, B oy Scout Sunday, Y.M .C.A. 
Sunday, and many other special days 
when w e are supposed to speak on 
certain subjects. If w e do not base 
our secular emphasis on the W ord of 
God, most of our preaching will be 
toward promoting something, rather 
than saving a soul.
True preaching is delivering G od ’s 
message. A  preacher is not simply 
making a speech or giving an ad­
dress. He is delivering G od ’s mes­
sage. The preacher is to get his mes­
sage from  God. Forsyth says, “ The 
preacher’s business is not preaching 
for his church; it is preaching to the
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church.”  The voice of God must be 
more real to him than to the people 
to whom  he is p r e a c h i n g .  The 
preacher may be tempted to listen to 
the voice of his people rather than 
the voice of God. C. E. Colton says, 
“ It is both sad and t r a g i c  that so 
many m odern-day preachers have 
substituted their ow n pet philoso­
phies, political judgments, war strat­
egy, book reviews, or fantastic pre­
dictions of future events for the 
preaching of the simple Gospel of the 
C r u c i f i e d ,  Risen Savior.”  The 
preacher has but one basic message, 
and that is Christ and Him crucified. 
This is the theme around which all 
the Scripture revolves. This is G od ’s 
message for all men. The message of 
the gospel o f Christ w ill meet any 
condition and is adequate for any 
situation.
P r e a c h i n g  presupposes that we 
will have a needy audience. The 
preacher must keep the image of 
the listening audience before him 
throughout his preparation and de­
livery. If the preacher’s mind is only 
on the biblical truths with no thought 
of the listening audience, he will be­
com e a monk, hiding in the catacombs 
of his own intellect. If the preacher 
is only conscious of the listening audi­
ence with no thought of applying bib­
lical truths, he becom es a secular re­
ligious reformer. The preacher’s task 
is the combination of the two.
W e face people every Sunday who 
need com fort and direction. If we 
give them t h e o r i e s ,  sentimental 
s t o r i e s ,  or comments from  last 
w eek ’s newspaper, they go away dis­
satisfied. Think o f the burdened 
hearts in every congregation whose 
true feelings are hidden behind a 
forced smile. Before us are men and 
wom en who are worried over the 
problems of success or failure; peo­
ple who are concerned over failing
health, upcom ing operations, or the 
souls o f loved ones. M any are 
t r o u b l e d  about fam ily situations 
which are hidden behind the closed 
doors of their homes. These are 
nameless sorrows that tears will 
never wash away, cannot erase.
W hen I think o f people like this 
sitting before me every week, de­
pending upon m e to give them the 
answer to their life ’s problems, I 
see how  unimportant are the news 
items, how  futile m y w itty remarks, 
m y humorous stories, and m y flashy 
phrases. W hat these people want is 
a message from  G od that w ill bring 
peace to their troubled hearts, a 
solution to their problems, a faith in 
God for their future. This is the 
image we must keep before us as 
we prepare the messages G od has for 
us, and as w e deliver those mes­
sages. Our people need to hear the 
old truths of the B ible over and over 
again. Our message is the healing 
W ord for a sick world. W e must pre­
sent it Sunday after Sunday, so that 
the people who com e for help will 
not be disappointed.
The preacher is a servant of God, 
called to preach. His message is the 
W ord of God. He is to proclaim  the 
historical facts through which God 
revealed him self for man’s salvation; 
he is to proclaim what G od has done 
through Christ in human experience; 
and he is to proclaim  that what God 
has done for others He can do for 
any man. Let us be careful of the 
temptation to relegate the preaching 
of the W ord to a secondary position. 
Let us keep the image o f a needy 
w orld  before us at all times. Let us 
listen only to G od as w e proclaim 
the unsearchable riches of Christ. If 
we fail in all other areas of life, let 
us never be guilty of neglecting the 
important task o f preaching. This is 
our task, brethren; let us give it all 
we have!
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"There must be unquestioned c larity  
about the clergym an's identification 
of his role . .
The Counsellor's Criterion of Truth
The viewpoint of a psychiatric chaplain toward the 
relationship of pastoral care with other disciplines
By David E. Sparks*
' T ' h e  t h o u g h t  is not new, nor com - 
plicated, nor profound. N or is 
it— and herein lies its beauty— rel­
egated to any one segment of life 
and thought. A ctually it is simple, 
safe, and abundantly clear. It covers 
the wide scope of life from  carpen­
try to cooking, through architecture, 
agriculture, engineering, philosophy, 
psychology, m e d i c i n e ,  theology, 
and all other areas of t h i n k i n g ,  
feeling, and doing. It is simply this: 
“ Truth, wherever one finds it, is in 
harmony with truth at any other 
point.”  Therefore there is no con­
flict between truth in medicine and 
truth in theology, between truth in 
philosophy and truth in psychology, 
between truth in ethics and truth in 
psychiatry. This must be so from  
its very character. Truth hangs to­
gether. Truth coheres. Truth is nev­
er in discord with itself.
This gives us many t e s t i n g  
possibilities. W hen one is confused 
with regard to the designation of a 
plan, or an idea, or a belief, or a 
technique, one finds it possible to 
test it against various backgrounds. 
If it is true, then it will be true 
at any point it touches. This is the 
conclusion of Edgar Sheffield Bright- 
man in his coherence criterion in 
distinguishing truth from  error. “ C o­
herence means systematic consisten­
* Protestant chaplain, Harlem Valley State 
Hospital, Wingdale, N.Y. Nazarene elder, New 
York District.
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cy .” 1 To arrive at truth is to find it 
applicable everywhere.
However, not all truth is appli­
cable to all backgrounds. A  true 
principle o f dressmaking may have 
nothing to relate it to any area of 
musical interest. This does not mean 
that dressmaking and music are in 
conflict. It means only that there is 
no interest between the two, so far as 
I can see. Yet if there is a point 
where music and dressmaking meet, 
the truth therein will be harmonious 
rather than discordant.
Now my particular interest, as a 
psychiatric chaplain, is people whose 
spiritual problems have been created 
by, or have created, emotional prob­
lems. I need a standard of truth as I 
minister in this area. W here do I 
find it? There are many possibilities. 
I may find it in the writings and 
teachings of psychiatry, or psychol­
ogy, or social work, or medicine. The 
question is, Whose psychiatry, or 
whose psychology, social work, or 
m edicine? The problem  is that these 
change drastically and frequently. 
What was “ true”  five years ago, for 
example, in psychiatry, is outmoded 
today. W e need to discover some­
thing whose p r i n c i p l e s  do not 
change. Gentlemen, I am a clergy­
man, and basically am a man of one 
Book. That B ook is the Bible. I can
’An Introduction to Philosophy, (New York: 
Henry Holt and C o.), p. 59.
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safely assume that herein will be 
found truth that w ill be in accord 
with truth anywhere. May God help 
me to read and study the W ord on 
m y knees, asking for divine guidance 
as I study human personality with 
its needs.
If there is a scriptural injunction 
against the permissive use of sexual 
powers and the illicit satisfaction 
of sexual needs, then the psychol­
ogist who conform s to this should 
be noted and heard. If he runs 
counter to the atmosphere of scrip­
ture here, I can know  that he is 
false. This principle runs through all 
areas in the study of man with his 
psychological needs. Problems of 
guilt, shame, fear, failure, responsi­
bility, loneliness, “ tossed about with 
many a conflict, many a doubt”— the 
truth about all of them will conform  
to scriptural light and insight.
As a clergyman, m y first call is to 
be instrumental in bringing men in­
to right relationships with God. In 
the process o f this ministry I will 
contribute to the individual’s mental 
health, his productive social relation­
ships, his more realistic ambitions, 
his improved approach to daily work, 
and his handling of anxieties of one 
kind or another. These are tremend­
ously important by-products of the 
ministry of the gospel. They remain, 
however, by-products. Such an out­
look will enable me to becom e a 
first-rate minister, rather than an ill- 
trained social worker, or a poorly 
inform ed psychologist, or a quack 
psychiatrist. As a c l e r g y m a n ,  I 
have the right and responsibility to 
measure new psychological findings 
(and I seek them a v id ly ), new at­
tempts at therapy (and I need them 
desperately), im proved methods of 
counseling (and I w e l c o m e  them 
w arm ly), against the criterion of 
G od ’s W ord as revealed in the Bible. 
Where there is conflict, I must re­
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ject them. There must be unques­
tioned clarity about the clergyman’s 
identification of his role, his calling. 
W here there is confusion of his role, 
he is in trouble. In this case he fails 
to perform  satisfactorily in the other 
fields, since he is not adequately 
trained therein, and he also jettisons 
his most important cargo, his specific 
calling, his particular skill, and nul­
lifies his primary value.
Please understand me. Psychol­
ogy and psychiatry point the way to 
the answers to great areas o f human 
need. A  well-trained social worker 
has something to offer that is of un­
told importance. There is no sub­
stitute for the skillful man of physi­
cal medicine. I have ministered in 
hospital settings for so long that my 
admiration for these skills is without 
limits. Y et the truth of G od ’s Word 
may be in conflict w ith some “ find­
ings”  in social w ork, or in psychol­
ogy, or in psychiatry. Indeed— and 
this may hurt— it may be in conflict 
with some o f the church ’s methods 
of promotion, administration, educa­
tion, or social life. The same prin­
ciple a p p l i e s  everywhere. Accept 
what is in conform ity to G od ’s Word. 
Reject what is not.
The best of other disciplines will 
be harmonious with G od ’s Word 
about man. If it is good social work, 
it will be good scripturally. If it is 
good psychology, it w ill be good 
scripturally. If it is good psychiatry, 
it w ill be good scripturally. If it is 
good pastoral counseling, it will be 
good scripturally. If it is good the­
ology, it w ill be good scripturally.
Let us not, in short, swallow all 
that is offered us. Let us listen. Let 
us be aware. Let us notice. Let us 
reflect. Let us pray. Let us apply 
the yardstick of divine wisdom as 
revealed in G od ’s W ord. If there is 
conform ity, the minister w ill do well
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to make it a part of his ministry. 
If there is not, he must reject it.
There will still be confusion, gen­
tlemen. Y et the confusion will at 
least be the result o f human fallibil­
ity, rather than the outcom e of de­
liberate failure to utilize our great­
est assets— G od’s Holy W ord, and the 
close relationship with Him that will 
enable us properly to interpret it.
A neglected secret of pow er?
The Preacher and Fasting
By Milton E. Poole*
T t ’s  r e v i v a l  w e  n e e d , ”  said a friend 
of mine. A nd  he felt our prac­
tice may show w e have failed to 
give attention to one of the basic 
conditions for awakening— f a s t i n g 
and prayer. If this is true, if fasting 
is important to renewal and revival, 
then w e should let G od ’s W ord speak 
to this issue: Just how important is 
fasting in the life of the Christian?
The New Testament Church
One of the first questions w e ask 
when we consider the importance of 
fasting is this: To what extent was 
fasting practiced in the N ew  Testa­
ment Church?
Fasting, it appears, was an accept­
ed and usual pattern in the Early 
Church. In Acts 13:2 w e r e a d ,  
“ W hile they were keeping a fast and 
offering worship to the Lord, the 
H oly Spirit said, ‘Set Barnabas and 
Saul apart for me, to do the w ork 
to which I have called them.’ Then, 
after further fasting and prayer, they 
laid their hands on them and let 
them go”  (Acts 13:2-3, N E B ); see 
also Acts 9 :9; 14:23.
N ow  another question w e must 
answer is this: Since fasting was an 
accepted practice in the N ew Testa­
ment Church, then should we make 
a m ore significant place for this dis-
♦Pastor, First Church, San Diego, California.
cipline in the twentieth-c e n t u r y 
Church? If the Early Church gave 
fasting priority, and if G od ’s guid­
ance is just as imperative today as it 
was for the Early Church, then 
should we not give fasting the right­
ful place God wants it to have in 
our hearts? Indeed, in this dimen­
sion of Christian living we must fol­
low  G od ’s leadership.
Unfortunately, some e x a l t  this 
Christian discipline beyond all Scrip­
ture and reason, and others com ­
pletely ignore it. For this day, how ­
ever, w e must find the balance in 
emphasis and restore fasting to its 
rightful place in the life of t h e  
Church.
Fasting and Faith
Not only does the Scripture by 
precept and example direct us to fast, 
but there is evident connection be­
tween fasting and the increase in our 
faith. This too may encourage us in 
this discipline.
Is it always easy to believe G od? 
No. W e are basically creatures of 
sense, and it is most difficult to ac­
cept the reality of the unseen. It is 
far easier to see, hear, and feel what 
G od is doing than to have the faith 
which “ makes us certain of realities 
we do not see” (Heb. 11:1, N E B ).
To wait for conditions to improve
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before we believe G od is to live more 
by the seen than the unseen. Un­
fortunately, while G od is working, 
conditions may not immediately im­
prove. There may be a turn for the 
worse.
Actually, it is difficult to explain. 
But when we fast we let go of the 
visible and begin to grasp the in­
visible. In this struggle between the 
seen and the unseen, between doubt 
and faith, we believe God is now  
working, regardless. Inwardly, we 
know God is answering prayer. So 
let faith triumph! In the midst of 
our circumstances we believe God.
As reluctant as we may be to ac­
cept it, in this challenge of faith, 
temptation and despair may be pain­
fully prolonged. The struggle may 
be intense. It is easier to picture 
the adverse, the unfortunate, than 
the encouraging and the blessed. 
Our imagination, it seems, works 
m ore in the negative than in the pos­
itive.
Though G od ’s presence may ap­
parently be withdrawn— which is ac­
tually not so— now  is not the time to 
cast away our confidence. Rather, it 
is the time to fast, to pray, and to 
believe God. W hen this dimension 
of faith is brought into our world 
of chaos, the beginning of change 
has already started. A nd the release 
of His pow er makes the glorious dif­
ference (Eph. 1 :19).
Inadvertently, w e may depend up­
on fasting as a source of spiritual 
strength. But it is not to be found 
in our fasting alone. Rather, this 
strength results from  the richness of 
our relationship with God, in His 
love which flows through us to those 
who are so much in need of His 
love. Thus, let there be this mean­
ingful communion with God. Let 
there be a m ore thoroughgoing love 
for His Word. Let there be a con­
tinuing commitment to do His will in
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this world. A nd then “ be strong in 
the Lord, and in the pow er of his 
might”  (Eph. 6 :10 ).
What Shall I Do?
The question I now  face is this: 
W ill I accept the biblical practice of 
fasting? W ill I accept this discipline 
as a regular practice? Several years 
ago J. G. Morrison, form er general 
superintendent o f the Church of the 
Nazarene, rem inded us that “ God 
has bestowed upon us the ability, the 
opportunity, the privilege, and the 
duty of fasting.” He went on to say 
that this is an obligation for which 
we are responsible and for which 
someday we must give an account. 
Further, he said that, “ whenever 
G od ’s people sincerely fasted before 
the Lord, it enabled Him to do what 
otherwise He was unable to do.”
W e desire that our church shall 
have a message relevant for this age. 
W e want true renewal and divine 
blessing. But can we expect this un­
less we accept the biblical practice 
of fasting? “ The man that never 
fasts,”  said John W esley, “ is no more 
in the way to heaven than the man 
that never prays.” If this is so, then 
should we not repent of our condi­
tion and amend our w ays?
In our spiritual quest must we 
work our way through doubt, un­
belief, and despair? W ill satanic 
f o r c e s  be unleashed? Certainly. 
Then by fasting, prayer, and faith 
let His w ord of strength be ours. 
Hear Him say:
Then shall thy light break forth 
as the morning, and thine health 
spring forth speedily: and thy righ­
teousness shall go before thee; the 
glory of the Lord shall be thy rere­
ward. Then shalt thou cry, and he 
shall say, Here I am . . . (Isa. 58: 
8-9).
Since the Early Church joined 
fasting with missionary w ork (Acts
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13:2-3), and ordination with fasting 
(Acts 14:23), and crisis with fasting 
(Acts 27:9, 21), then is it too pre­
sumptuous to assert these state­
ments?
— The church cannot adequately 
receive nor release God’s pow er un­
til it fasts as w ell as prays.
— The Christian will not experi­
ence the fullest from  God until fast­
ing is practiced.
— Fasting and prayer, to be e ffec ­
tive, m ust rise to the level of pres­
ent and active faith and find its 
expression in genuine love for all 
men.
A nd what does this mean in prac­
tice? What kind of faith achieves?
1. It is a faith which refuses to 
look to outer evidence to verify that 
G od is at work.
2. It is a faith which firm ly ac­
cepts G od’s promises.
3. It is a faith which refuses to 
let hope, desire, and wishing be a 
substitute for genuine trust.
4. It is a faith which confesses 
with lips and words that God is now 
working.
5. It is a faith which “ sees”  that 
G od ’s pow er is pervading the need.
First-Pastorate, Second-Year Problems
This letter was written by a pastor 
with twenty-three years of experience 
to a young friend who had been pastor- 
ing two years. The occasion was a 
letter from the younger man asking for 
advice in a time of deep discourage­
ment.
D e a r  C a r l :
The trouble with being a pastor is 
that one does not have a pastor to 
take his problems to. I will try to be 
your pastor by way of this letter, re­
membering how some of my friends 
have helped me in my times of need.
First, let me say that we have un­
changing confidence in you and Marie. 
We believe that you are called to be a 
minister of the Gospel, and we would 
be glad to have you as pastor of our 
own children.
Here are my views on your problem:
1. What is your attitude toward your 
ministry? Do you constantly remind 
yourself that you are God’s man, and 
that your one task is to please Him? 
Is the deepest joy of your life to do 
your humble best in blessed fellowship
with Him and for Him? You are not 
serving people in the final analysis, but 
serving Him! If you have this fixed 
in your heart, the disappointments 
you suffer from people will be bear­
able. Your real success or failure is not 
to be measured by statistics, important 
as they are, but by your own satisfac­
tion in doing the will of God, a n d  
preaching His blessed Word. This is 
the source of your only constant joy in 
serving God. I’m sure you will agree 
that Paul suffered disappointment with 
many people, yet he could say, “Rejoice 
evermore,” and mean it.
2. What is your attitude toward your 
people? Do you see them as disgust­
ingly insensible to spiritual things and 
hopeless of improvement? If this is our 
attitude, our ministry is vanity. For 
if there is no hope, there is no need for 
us to waste our time preaching. The 
answer is a shepherd’s heart. Jesus 
saw people as sheep without a shepherd 
and set about being a Shepherd to 
them. They did not want Him, and 
finally crucified Him to be rid of Him, 
but He never ceased to pour out His 
love and healing grace upon them.
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Some of your statements suggest that 
you may have fallen into the snare 
of trying to drive and beat people into 
consecration and service. Do you find 
y o u r s e l f  constantly preaching “at” 
them? A shepherd leads his sheep, 
going before them, calling them by 
name, and building confidence and love 
until they want to follow. And a shep­
herd’s heart knows the troubles and 
burdens of his sheep, and lovingly min­
isters God’s healing balm to their sores 
and injuries. They get beatings aplenty 
in the world all week. We must give 
them some encouragement and joy on 
Sunday.
3. What is your attitude in your 
own home? We preach that home is to 
be a haven of rest and happiness. 
Problems must be largely left outside, 
lest your children think Christ’s way 
is a burden and not a blessing. You 
have a wonderful family. Have de­
votions and praise with them! Have 
fun with them! Plan to do something 
with them almost daily, for these chil­
dren will soon be gone from you. If 
we do not have happy Christian 
homes, how can we preach to others?
4. What is your a t t i t u d e  toward 
God? Nothing—NOTHING—must be 
allowed to cloud our fellowship with 
Him. These problems can become sin 
to you if they get between you and 
God and shut out the sunlight of His 
love. Afflictions, troubles, and testings 
either drive us to His everlasting arms 
or drive a wedge of darkness between 
the soul and God.
There is a subtle temptation for us to 
think our place more difficult than 
that of others. Without realizing it, we 
blame God. We must learn to rejoice 
in the Lord in any circumstance, and 
with Paul, “Again I say, rejoice.” Re­
member, Paul was in prison when he 
wrote that.
Now for some practical suggestions:
1. Plan to preach some sermons that 
will encourage your people and build 
them up on the holy faith. Jesus says 
to you, “Feed my sheep.” Sermons on 
faith, love, assurance, joy, victorious
living, security, and the sure victory of 
the Church should be a regular part 
of the sermonic diet. Say to yourself 
every time you go to the pulpit, These 
people with all their shortcomings are 
God’s sheep. I must be a blessing to 
them today.
2. Get victory in your own soul over 
problems and burdens, then give a vic­
torious testimony before your people. 
You can, by your very inner victory, 
lift the spirit of the entire congrega­
tion.
3. Get free from your church one 
day every week. Lay its burdens aside, 
even if you have to get out of town. 
And plan a real vacation soon. If you 
could get completely away, it would 
do you good.
4. Don’t leave your present pastor­
ate until you have a call to another 
place of service. Many have done so 
and have never made their way back 
to the full-time ministry. In any case, 
it would be a mistake to leave while 
you feel defeated.
5. Plan. “The man with a plan wins.” 
If you feel that you can stay only six 
months, plan the time step by step as 
to preaching, calling, Sunday school, 
membership, etc. Set some goals that 
are not too high. Pray, and ask your 
people to pray, that you will reach 
them.
6. Count your blessings every day. 
We tell our people to live gratefully, 
so let’s practice what we preach. One 
of our greatest blessings is a place to 
preach, no matter how small or humble. 
None of us is really worthy of the 
privilege of preaching. Even Paul ex­
claimed, “Who is sufficient for these 
things?” Remember
They that sow in tears shall reap in joy. 
He that goeth forth and weepeth,
bearing precious seed,
Shall doubtless come again with rejoic­
ing bringing his sheaves with him
(Psalms 126:5-6).
Be assured of our daily prayers.
Sincerely yours,
H e r b e r t  M erritt  
Pastor, Wichita, Kansas
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Good adm in istrative  techniques m ake the 
pastor's total load lighter, not heavier
The Pastor as Administrator
By Elmer B. Shellenberger*
' T ' h e  d u t i e s  of a -pastor require that 
he play a dual role, p a s t o r -  
church administrator. A s pastor he 
is to preach the W ord; as adminis­
trator he is to exercise leadership in 
developing the evangelistic, educa­
tion, and missionary programs of the 
local church. A s pastor he exhorts 
his flock  to give God His tithes and 
their offerings; as administrator he 
sees that all funds are remitted 
prom ptly to local, district, and gen­
eral treasurers. A s pastor he receives 
members into the local church; as 
administrator he supervises the prep­
aration of membership and other 
statistical reports of the departments 
of the local church. As pastor he 
is subject to the church board and 
church laity; as administrator he is 
chairman of the church board and 
supervises all departments of the 
local church. In his annual report 
the pastor expresses the spiritual 
condition of his church; as adminis­
trator he also outlines areas of fu ­
ture physical needs with recom m en­
dations for references by  the church 
for study and implementation.
A  careful analysis of the duties of 
a local pastor reveals that he should 
engage in planning, organizing, ac­
tuating, and controlling. Such acts 
are referred to by  management writ­
ers as “ functions of management.”
* Chairman, Department o f Business and Eco­
nomics, Bethany Nazarene College.
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W henever a pastor engages in plan­
ning, organizing, actuating, and con­
trolling, he is, in fact, performing acts 
w hich are distinctly administrative 
(managerial) in nature. On the other 
hand, whenever a pastor delivers a 
sermon, teaches a class, and performs 
the baptismal ceremony, he is en­
gaged in “ operative functions.”
Succinctly, the administrative pro­
cess may be traced through one area 
of church administration, namely, 
church finance. Planning is a pro­
cess w hereby decisions, goals, and 
objectives are reached in advance re­
garding what is to be done. Effec­
tive planning involves the answering 
of such questions as: What activi­
ties are required? What funds are 
necessary? W here will the activities 
take place? W here will the funds be 
collected, received, and disbursed? 
W hen will the activities take place? 
W hen will funding occur? W ho is 
involved? W ho will s u p p l y  the 
funds? H ow  will the activities be 
accom plished? H ow  will the funds 
be received? Find, filter, figure, face, 
and follow  the facts in an attempt 
to achieve the goals and objectives. 
A s the administrator seeks and de­
velops answers to the above ques­
tions, he is dealing with the basic 
ingredients o f planning.
Organizing is a process of defining 
and grouping appropriate activities 
o f the church and establishing au­
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thority relationships among them. 
Effective organizing includes the de­
termination of the budget commit­
tee, the d e t e r m i n a t i o n  of the 
amounts to be allocated to the vari­
ous activities, and the estimation of 
the amounts that will be received 
t h r o u g h  the various channels of 
the local church. Similar activities 
of the N.Y.P.S., Sunday school, and 
N.W.M.S. should be grouped togeth­
er for the purpose of establishing a 
system for purchasing. Authority re­
lationships should be established to 
identify proper officials who have 
responsibilities for carrying out the 
entire procurement program of the 
church. Staffing is also an ingredient 
of the organizing function. Proper 
staffing insures that qualified indi­
viduals are selected to perform  the 
activities and the duties that were 
established in the planning function. 
Organizing helps supply the means 
w hereby the church laity can w ork 
together harmoniously.
Actuating  is a process whereby 
plans are put into action. It involves 
getting the people to want to w ork 
together because t h e y  believe in the 
goals and activities that were estab­
lished in the planning function. Since 
“ actuating”  deals exclusively w i t h  
the human element, the pastor must 
w ork with and through individuals. 
The truly successful pastor-adminis- 
trator leads, guides, and motivates 
his people to action rather than re­
sorting to drive, force, and command 
techniques. Supervision, leadership, 
and loyalty are basic ingredients of 
the actuating function. Actuating 
may be accomplished through oral 
and written requests, and through 
the use o f purchase orders, bids, and 
contracts. The supervision o f record 
keeping, the compilation of statisti­
cal data, and the preparation of fi­
nancial reports are all elements of the 
actuating functions.
Controlling  determines what is be­
ing done, what accomplishments are 
being achieved, what mistakes are 
being made, and what corrective 
measures must be a p p l i e d .  The 
monthly treasurer’s report serves as 
a com m on control device and is 
used a l m o s t  universally in l o c a l  
churches. Budget progress reports 
can be com pared with budget esti­
mates. Local receipts and expendi­
tures can be com pared with actual 
and estimated receipts and expendi­
tures. O nly after a m onth-by-m onth 
analysis o f financial records and re­
ports w ill the m e m b e r s  of the 
church board and the pastor-admin- 
istrator be in a position to deter­
mine what action, if any, may be 
necessary.
Basically our pastors are well-pre­
pared in pastoral counseling, relig­
ious education, theology, and biblical 
literature; however, many lack ade­
quate understandings of the prepara­
tion in the administrative process. 
Some pastors are successful in their 
churches even though they may be 
poor administrators. The reason for 
this is that they have qualified lay­
men who are willing to perform  ad­
ministrative f u n c t i o n s  for them. 
H owever, in the vast m ajority of 
Nazarene churches, the administra­
tive process falls squarely upon the 
shoulders of the local pastor.
In conclusion, the pastor, by  virtue 
of his office, is the administrator of 
a local, thriving, church corporation. 
The effectiveness o f his total minis­
try can be enhanced as he develops 
understandings and concepts of the 
administrative process. A ll o f our 
pastors should accept their full re­
sponsibilities and play their dual role 
of pastor-administrator for the en­
richment o f the kingdom  of God.
(F or an exam ple o f a device for 
controlling, see “ Progress Profile,”  
p. 45.— E d i t o r . )
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One More O verturn 
Couldn't Hurt A nyth ing
How a Visitor Saw the Preliminaries"
(Persons involved in a worship service can be 
like a neon sign, which draws attention to itself, 
or like a lamp, which fills the room with light. 
The song leader, soloist, or minister, for that 
matter, who is bent on illuminating the work 
o f the Holy Spirit will studiously prepare his 
part in the service. But the follow ing account of 
a Nazarene service is in contrast. Here persons 
were almost studiously unprepared. A  visitor 
records how he saw “ the preliminaries.” )
Possibly because few  people were 
there, or because of his ow n lack of 
punctuality, the leader was late in 
starting. A  m ajority of the people 
w ho shuffled into the church that 
evening were not expecting the Lord 
to come. If they had, they could not 
have been so utterly nonchalant.
W hile the church was not unat­
tractive, there was general evidence 
o f it becom ing a bit dog-eared. The 
pianist, w ho failed to touch up her 
hair, but had amply blotched her 
face with powder, w ore a wrinkled 
dress along with a look  of complete 
indispensability.
Later, two brethren joined her 
with their trumpets. W e delayed 
things awhile while they tuned their 
horns. A fter some key-thumping, 
m ixed with uncertain blasts, the trio 
nodded that the service could begin.
But one of the trumpeters had for­
gotten his music stand, and made his 
w ay across the front to get it. The 
other didn’t feel he needed the stand, 
and held the s o n g b o o k  in one 
hand, and his trumpet in the other.
The first hymn was announced, 
but the signal apparently confused 
the leader. W e watched as the pian-
♦Reprinted from  Herald o f Holiness, March 1, 
1967. Used by permission.
ist lurched along, and the leader 
hunted for a place to jum p in. As 
it turned out, we were following four 
leaders— the three instrumentalists, 
and the person who had announced 
the number— and each was taking us 
in his own way.
On the second song, the leader 
urged all who were singing soprano 
to sing loudly, because she was going 
to help out the a l t o s .  Then we 
gasped our w ay through the third 
song like passengers in a stagecoach 
being pursued by Indians. The trum­
pets blared for a cavalry rescue that 
never appeared. By then, all my 
inhibitions were gone. I c e a s e d  
searching for h a r m o n y ,  and added 
m y own ill-trained braying to the 
general pandemonium.
For the third time, we were as­
sured we were doing some fine sing­
ing.
The pastor rose to make the an­
nouncements. Everyone apparently 
knew what they were. Frustrated 
because of lack of attention, he in­
tended to liven things a bit with 
some humor, but succeeded only in 
g e t t i n g  his Achilles’ heel in his 
mouth.
Then he announced the offering, 
and I looked around, as everyone did, 
for ushers. But none appeared. I 
was ready to admit I had misunder­
stood when someone stirred, looked 
around, slowly got to his feet, and 
came forward.
As the usher was returning the 
plate, the one trumpeter whispered
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to the other, who stealthily m oved 
across the front of the church and re­
turned with a battered t r u m p e t  
case. He took out a small vial of in­
strument oil. As the offering plate 
was deposited, the musician showed 
his dexterity in oiling his instrument.
The trumpeters were to play a 
duet, and for this we changed pian­
ists. A  rotund lady arose, handed 
her baby to a surprised person near­
by, and proceeded to the piano. The 
number had a sad but mercifully 
brief existence.
A  duet sung by the other trum pe­
ter and his wife was the last of the 
preliminaries. And at the end, they
told us they hadn’t really had time 
to practice. The pastor then assured 
them that they were the caliber of 
singers who needed no practice, 
since it w ould not im prove their per­
formance at all. I concurred with the 
latter.
Then the pastor inquired of his 
m emory, and of the people’s, if there 
was anything he had forgotten. A  
lady, apparently his wife, informed 
him there was nothing further nec­
essary other than to “ turn over the 
service to the speaker.”
As the guest minister arose, I set­
tled back. One m ore o v e r t u r n  
couldn ’t hurt anything.
Culture and Holiness
(Continued from page 3)
should a holiness church take the lead, for in the battle against barbarism 
we hold the key position. This is true because the chief ally of barbarism is 
a carnal heart, and the chief ally of culture is a pure heart. Culture may 
consist outwardly in such teachable things as good manners and trained 
voices and educated ears, but the motivational springs of culture are moral 
and spiritual. Culture at the inner level is inseparably linked with character. 
W hen sin reigns, the soul gravitates toward the low, the crude, and the coarse, 
as toward its natural element. It inclines greedily toward the empty trifles of 
Vanity Fair. A  man may have cultivated tastes professionally, yet privately 
“ relax” in the gutter. In G od ’s sight culture is no higher than a man’s 
interests and activities when the professional pressure is off. Real culture 
is revealed by a man’s private pleasures and his use of leisure time.
It is obvious therefore that, just as culture is an asset to piety, so 
culture must be fashioned by inner soundness of character, or it will be 
superficial. Trained tastes must be matched by sanctified desires at the 
hidden level. Culture is not a redeemer; it is only a m ode of life. Christ 
is the Redeem er who saves men and makes them inwardly whole. Then 
their affinity for that which is culturally superior is natural and thorough. 
As a result their culture is wholesome, because it is w orn  by the total person, 
in private as well as in public; this prevents culture from  being repulsive 
pedantry or a cloak of hypocrisy.
It is therefore time for the Church to becom e aware that it is the 
most effective agency for improved culture that a nation has.
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■ familiarize visitors with our form of service
■ inform guests about the Church of the Nazarene
No. S-900 100 for $1.25; 1,000 for $10.00
Prices slightly higher outside the continental United States
Lithographed on a high-quality vellum paper and trimmed to a 5V2 x 8V2”  size.
USE THIS HANDY ORDER BLANK TO SECURE A SUPPLY FOR YOUR CHURCH
NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE
BOX 527, KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI 64141
D a te___________________________ , 1967
Please send .____ _ __  copies of No. S-900 "To
Our Guest" Leaflets (100 tor $1.25; 1,000 for 
$10.00) to:
Name _________________________________________
S tre e t---------------------------------------------------------------
C it y ___________________________________________ _
State_______________________ Zip C o d e --------------
CHECK or MONEY ORDER Enclosed $._________
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CHARGE (30 days) TO:
□  Church □  S.S. □  Personal
Kindly give location, name of church on ALL charges.




Name ______ _ _____________________________ _— .
S tre e t__________________________________ ______ .
C i t y __________________________________________ -
State_______________________ . Zip C o d e _______ ,
The Nazarene Preacher
N A Z A R E N E  I N F O R M A T I O N  S E R V I C E
Onward and UPWARD
HIS IS OUR DAY!
In a time of “ wars and rumours 
of wars,” of riots and racial strife, 
dialogues on ecumenism and denom i­
national mergers, and escapism ram­
pant on many slick slides, there never 
has been a greater day than today for 
the Church of the Nazarene and its 
message of full salvation, bringing 
peace in the Spirit and a life of holi­
ness.
One question is uppermost: Is your 
com munity fully aware of the Church 
of the Nazarene and its message?
Hunger for “Good Life”
Every Nazarene pastor and his peo­
ple should endeavor to utilize every 
medium of com munication to the ut­
most. W e need to let people know 
who we are and what we stand for, 
and may they see in our lives that 
the fruit of the good life in Christ is 
the good life.
This means first and foremost the 
daily and weekly newspapers in your 
community.
Not long ago Billy Graham gave 
the dedicatory address at an Okla­
homa college now  three years old. 
The next day Graham declared that 
one o f his ambitions was to found a 
Christian university which he said 
w ould offer special emphasis upon 
international law, career diplomacy, 
and journalism— “ all in the frame­
w ork of Christianity.”
Church Merger Near
A nother w ay of illustrating that 
“ this is the day”  for  Nazarenes is the 
report on the m erger of the M ethod­
ists with the Evangelical U.B.’s.
This is virtually com pleted except 
for formalities. The Methodists voted 
87 percent in favor and the E.U.B.’s 
70 percent in favor. The Methodists 
have 10,250,000 members and the 
E.U.B.’s 750,000.
W hen this merger is finalized and 
more than 1,000 churches are closed, 
as congregations are amalgamated, 
thousands of persons will be seeking 
new church homes in denominations 
which they feel have retained more 
o f the old-time evangelical fervor.
The Harvest Is White
A re we prepared for this challenge?
W e hope that every Nazarene pas­
tor has cultivated a friend or a news 
contact in his local newspaper office. 
Pastors should read their newspa­
per (s) carefully to determine what 
their editors consider to be church 
news.
One Nazarene pastor has developed 
such com m unity consciousness that 
he takes space in the yellow  pages of 
his telephone directory and has in­
stalled new illuminated signs at the 
church as well as other steps to make 
the church known.
He buys advertising space in local 
high school and college papers to 
draw attention to the church youth 
program.
Perhaps the biggest single factor in 
favor of good press relations for any 
Nazarene church is that the newspa­
pers want our news. The newspaper 
has an “ open door” to our church and 
its message. W e need to walk through 
that door with our news as often as 
we have some.
This is truly our day!
O . J o e  O l s o n
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HEWER!
Departm ent ofDepartm ent of
Evangelism
THE NEW PASTOR 
M A K ES  A CALL
Departm ent of E V A N G E L IS M  
Do you kn o w  the procedure f o r ..  .
R O V I N G  / \ / ^
e s j f xN t O F
Please send the names and addresses of any nonresident m embers to the 
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E v a n g e l i s m , 6401 T h e  P a s e o , K a n s a s  C i t y , M i s s o u r i  64131.
— —  GENUINE REVIVAL—NOW!
By Russell V . DeLong
Here is a forceful, straightforward presentation of 
® the need of our church and world. Pastors will
P find innumerable sermonic quotes in this dynamic
booklet. Order from  the Nazarene Publishing 
tan»s4« House. Price— 50c.
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N A Z A R E N E  Y O U N G  P E O P L E ’S  S O C I E T Y
Bible Society 
Offering
$50 ,000  on December 10
Did you know that:
• 48 million Scriptures were circulated by the United 
Bible Societies last year
• The Scriptures went to 150 countries in 1966
• 20 million people participated in the W orldw ide Bible 
Reading Program last year
• Half a million copies of Scriptures were given to 
armed forces personnel through the chaplains in 1966
Here's How You Can Help!
1. Every church receive an offering Sunday, December 
10.
2. Send it to:
Dr. John Stockton 
6401 The Paseo 
Kansas City, Mo. 64131
Or as directed by your District N .Y.P.S. Council.
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D e pa rtm ent of C H U R C H  S C H O O L S
B L U E P R I N T  
F O R  S . S .  G R O W T H
CLINIC IS a provision for 
a diagnosis in depth of 
the growth status of your 
own local S.S.
IN JUST TO SECONDS EACH
—you can discover a "design 
for g row th"
CLINIC DOES provide a 
detailed analysis of the 
ten basic areas of your 
S.S. as it now is, then 
offers suggestions as to 
how it may be improved.
CLINIC SERVES to pro­
vide your church with a 
way of informing, inspir­
ing, and instructing your 
staff, as no other present 
program can.
W ant to know more? 
W rite today to—
A. C. McKenzie, Director 
Sunday School Clinics 
6401 The Paseo 
Kansas City, Mo. 64131
CLINIC CLINCHES the 
fact that e v e r y  local 
church CAN  show a gain 
in Sunday school every 
year.
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D e pa rtm ent of W O R L D  M IS S IO N S
You Are Needed
EL SALVADOR: W e have enjoyed our assignment to open new 
work at Santa Ana, El Salvador. The number of converts has 
continued to grow. W e now  have a Guatemalan pastor in charge 
of the mission. This leaves us free to attend to the task of building 
a  chapel, Sunday school classroom s, and a parsonage. The 
Edinger Street Church of the Nazarene in Santa Ana, California, 
provided the initial funds to build the chapel, but for more than 
a year w e had no possibility of purchasing property. Then, just 
when the right piece of land becam e available. Alabaster funds 
were received and the purchase made. Thank you, everyone who 
contributed to these funds.— Stanley Storey, El Salvador.
TAIWAN: Have you  recently stopped to realize that every indi­
vidual on earth m ay have a  private conversation with God every 
day  at any hour? He is never too busy watching sparrows fall, 
nor is He ever too busy counting the hairs of our heads, but what 
He sees each  of us at all times. . . . Last November, I flew to south 
Taiwan to open a  three-day teachers' training class. . . .  I saw the 
beautiful, green rice fields in tiers up the mountain slopes. I knew 
that all w as not so beautiful dow n on the ground. Men and women 
were w ading in mud up to their hips watering, fertilizing, trans­
planting the rice. I knew that at the edge of many of those little 
green plots were little altars with incense sticks burned to the god 
of "good  crops."
Less than one-tenth of the thirteen million on this small island 
claim  to know anything about Christianity. Chinese people are 
not quickly persuaded. It is not easy to win them to Christ. Re­
cently a  missionary w as walking dow n a small a lley and saw  a 
man sitting on the ground with all his gods lined up in front of him. 
He w as praying. In the middle of the line of idols was a Santa 
Claus. The m issionary asked him w hy he had the Santa Claus. 
The man looked up and replied, "Isn't that an American god ?"
A s the year draws to a  close I find myself asking. Have I 
done m y best for Jesus this past year?— Patricia Burgess, Taiwan.
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STEWARDSHIP
SOM ETIM ES IT'S NOT EASY  TO GET PEOPLE LIKE THESE
From the filmstrip “ Holy unto the Lord . . . produced by NAVCO
. . . TO G IV E  SACRIFICIALLY FOR THE SPIRITUAL NEEDS 
OF PEOPLE LIKE THESE . . .
Photo from  Department o f World Missions
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A DOZEN IDEAS M A Y  HELP:
1. In W est Virginia a Sunday school su­
perintendent invited people to give one 
d ay’s pay to the Thanksgiving Offering. 
A s a result, the offering was twice as 
much as the previous year.
2. A  pastor submits this idea: Arrange a 
map on a wood base so that lights can 
be attached to correspond with mission 
fields. Each time a proportion of money 
is given, a light w ill go on. W hen all 
the lights are on, the goal has been met.
3. Sometimes the very atmosphere of a 
service w ill promote a desire for giving. 
One pastor found a candlelight service 
effective. A  variety of special music 
was used, climaxed with the reading 
of a magazine article which contrasted 
spiritual abundance and spiritual pov­
erty. W hen the envelopes were passed 
and pledges taken, the spirit of the 
service was conducive to a spirit of 
sacrificial giving.
4. R em em ber that each $10.00 means one 
m inute of actual progress in world  
evangelism. One church in Kansas used 
the theme “Share a minute with the 
missionaries.” They took as their goal 
the number of members multiplied by  
the amount of time spent in church 
on one Sunday, trusting that each m em ­
ber would want to share at least one 
minute with a missionary. Their offer­
ing amounted to over $1,200.
5. W hen a church in California used the 
theme “ Sharing Christmas at Thanks­
giving,”  their Thanksgiving offering e x ­
ceeded all previous records for giving 
to world evangelism.
6. M any pastors take Thanksgiving time 
to send a special letter of gratitude to
the m em bers of their church. This let­
ter, coupled with a reminder of the 
needs of others, is often effective as 
offering promotion.
7. A  few Sundays before Thanksgiving a 
church in Kansas spread play m oney oj 
all denominations on a table at the 
front of the sanctuary. Members were 
invited to come forward and take from  
the supply the amount they felt they 
ought to give to the Thanksgiving O f­
fering. No cards were signed; no rec­
ords were kept. But when all the money 
had been taken, the goal was auto­
matically promised.
8. A  pastor in Maryland offers four 
points which could help inspire giving:
(1) trusting the Lord for help, (2) at­
tempting to create a feeling of pride 
in the work of the church, (3) planning 
in advance, (4) creating a spirit of con­
fidence that the goal will be reached.
9. In Kentucky a pastor arranged maps, 
pictures, brochures, college annuals, 
charts, etc., to show how and w here the 
General Budget is being used  for world 
evangelism.
10. Remember, missions slide sets and some 
films are available from  the Depart­
ment of W orld Missions. Address your 
requests to either of the departments, 
6401 The Paseo, Kansas City, Missouri 
64131.
11. Check with your local missionary presi­
dent for lists of free tracts and bro­
chures available through N .W .M .S.
12. Be sure your request for the 1967 
Thanksgiving Tape is mailed soon. The 
tape is available free from the General 
Stewardship Committee. Here is an e x ­
cellent opportunity to provide a vital 
message directly related to the needs 
for a great Thanksgiving Offering.
TWO MILLION DOLLARS 
for THREE BILLION SOULS 
Thanksgiving Offering—1967
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N A Z A R E N E  W O R L D  M I S S I O N A R Y  S O C I E T Y
GIVING THANKS
Of the three billion people in the world today, approxi­
mately 16 percent, or 474 million, live in countries or areas 
where Nazarene missionaries or nationals are working.
W h a t responsibility and privilege are ours to support this 
program of evangelism through the 1967 Thanksgiving O ffer­
ing!
But this is only part of the picture. There are doors we 
could and should enter to extend the kingdom of God.
The goal for the Thanksgiving Offering is two million 
dollars. The slogan is: "You can't afford to SPEND w hat God 
would have you GIVE."
By sermon and example w ill you challenge your people 
to give generously in the Thanksgiving O ffering?
TWO MILLION DOLLARS
for THREE BILLION SOULS this Thanksgiving
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D e pa rtm ent of H O M E  M I S S I O N S
BEAR YOUR SHARE
of the load of the $2,000,000 goal for world evangelism in this 
year's Thanksgiving Offering.
The Department of Home Missions is vitally interested in the response 
of every pastor and church to this offering, for your giving enables us to 
evangelize through home missions in the United States, Canada, and the 
British Isles.
More than that, your generous giving helps to provide the funds neces­
sary for your Department of Home Missions to evangelize in the overseas 
home mission areas of the world.
These overseas home mission areas of the world include:
Your faithful financial support also enables us to operate the following
Australian Nazarene Bible College— Thornleigh, Sydney, Australia 
South Africa Nazarene Bible College— Florida, Transvaal, South Africa 
European Nazarene Bible College— Busingen, Germany (supported 
jointly with the Department of W orld Missions)
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He stood before that w igg ly class 
And said the same old stuff.
He hadn't even read the book 
And now he had to bluff.
The weeks had trundled into years;
He'd hoped for inspiration.
But w hat he needed all the time 
W as  really education.
W e  have a plan for such a man.
It's really worth explaining.
Just call your teachers all together
And begin Christian Service Training.
Help your teachers and prospective teachers become REGISTERED 
this assembly year.
To be a REGISTERED TEACHER:
Complete Unit 141.2a “Teaching in the Nazarene Sunday
School”
Unit 140b “Understanding Our Pupils”
Unit _____ One for the age-group with which you
are working
4 credits 3 units
Write C.S.T. for the:
TEACHER TRAINING PROGRAM brochure
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W I L L S ,  A N N U I T I E S ,  & S P E C I A L  G I F T S
PA STO R -
YO U  CAN G IV E BETTER 
GU ID ANCE ON  W ILLS AS 
YOU K N O W  THE PROPER 
TERM INOLOGY.
A  person who makes a w ill is called a testator. A  person who dies 
without a will is said to be intestate, and his property descends to his 
heirs at law by  intestate succession.
A  gift of personal property by a will is called a bequest or a legacy. 
A  gift o f real property b y  a will is called a devise.
A  person who is given property by a will is called a beneficiary. A  
person who is given personal property by  a will is called a legatee. The 
person to whom  real property is given by a w ill is called a devisee.
Specific bequest is a gift by  will of specific personal property. The 
executor is required to deliver the exact property to the person named as 
the beneficiary unless some of it has to be sold to pay debts of the testator. 
Or it m ay be a gift of a specific sum of money. Specific devise is a gift by 
will o f specific real property.
Residuary means everything belonging to the estate that is left after 
payment o f debts, specific legacies, and specific devises.
E xecu tor  is the person appointed by will to pay debts of the testator 
and distribute the property as directed by the will, and under the supervision 
of the court which appointed him.
Adm inistrator is the person appointed by the court to do the same work 
but only as directed and when directed by  the court.
For m ore information write to
O f f i c e  o f  W i l l s , A n n u i t i e s , a n d  S p e c i a l  G i f t s  
C h u r c h  o f  t h e  N a z a r e n e  
6401 T h e  P a s e o  
K a n s a s  C i t y , M i s s o u r i  64131
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(Step 2 of "Strive for Five" Records)
1. Encourages teachers to contact every  pros­
pect and absentee.
2. Shows how each prospect and absentee 
w a s  contacted.
3. Tells w h at response w a s  received when 
each prospect and absentee w a s  contacted.
•  Cost: O n ly a penny per 
class per w eek
gllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllMllllllllllllllllllllllillllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllh
"STEPS TO SUCCESS WITH STRIVE FOR FIVE"
1 N ew  film strip  shows how to install the system in three steps |
|  Uses: Train ing course, w o rkers' conference, church school board |  
m eetings, refresher class for secretaries
1  •  Color •  Sound •  VA-500, $10.00 •  Fifteen minutes |
iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii:iiii!iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii!iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii
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BOARD OF PENSIONS
DID YOU HEAR ABOUT 






Because his church paid the 
premiums for him with tax- 
free dollars, enabling him to 
receive his guaranteed annui­
ty benefits in larger sums, he 
lived happily ever after retire­
ment!
W rite : Dean Wesseis
Board of Pensions
6401 The Paseo
Kansas City, Missouri 64131
CHANGE OF ADDRESS FORM
PASTOR—a Service for You
When you change address, fill in the form  below and mail to the General Secretary. 
A ll official records at headquarters and periodicals checked below  w ill be changed from 
this one notification.
Name______________________________________________________________________ . Date of Change .
New Address__________________________________________________________________________________
City ______________________________________________________ _ ________ State _______________________________  Zip
Name of Church ---------------------------------------------------------------  District „____.___________________
New Position: Pastor------------------------------. Evang. ------------------------------  Other
Former Address --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Former Church
Check: HERALD OF HOLINESS ______________________________________ OTHER SHEEP
NAZARENE PREACHER ---------------------------------------- - --- - OTHER _
(Clip and send to the General Secretary, 6401 The Paseo, Kansas City, Mo. 64131.)
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FOR REMEMBERING
Those whom you serve throughout the year 
AT CHRISTMASTIME
Pastor's Christmas Greeting Cards
WITH SCRIPTURE
Original Designs! Finest Quality! Reasonable Price!
T H E  N AT IV IT Y  
G-1074
B IB L E — C A N D L E S  B IB L E  S C E N E
G-1075 G-1076
C H R IS T M A S  N IG H T  
G-1079
100 for ONLY $4 .00; 50 for $2.50
NAME IMPRINTED on cards for $2.50 EXTRA per order. Maximum o f two lines printed. All copy 
must be identical on each order.
1968 Triumphant Life Calendar
Featuring Three Famous Sal I man’s Reproductions
Wedxfu&t turn fv ChhI JANUARY 
I 2  3 4 5 6  
7 8 9  10 tf 12 1.5 
H 15 16 17 fS 19 20 
2f 22 2i 24 25 26 27 '
2S 29 30 31
U-9000 U-9002
H EA D  OF C H R IS T  H E A R T ’S  DOOR U-9003
G O O D  S H E P H E R D
25c; 10 for $2.35; 50 for $11.00; 100 for $20.00; 200 for $38.00; 300 for $57.00; 500 for $93.00;
1,000 for $175.00
Your name and/or name o f church and address imprinted FREE on all orders o f 100 calendars or 
more. On small orders, imprinting is $1.00 extra (minimum of 50 calendars). Hand-set type, use 
of cuts, and imprints longer than four lines, $2.00 extra.
Prices slightly higher outside the continental United States
For Additional Information, See October "Nazarene Preacher"
N O TE: A llow  two to three weeks for im printing and shipping. La te  orders may take longer fo r delivery. We reserve the right 
to make substitutions a fte r  November 15 .
N A Z A R E N E  PU B LISH IN G  H OU SE p o s t  o f f i c e  b o x  527 , K a n s a s  c i t y ,  M is s o u r i  6 4 i4 i
W'is fltouM turn U> ( lod JANUARY 
t 2 J 4 5 
7 # 9 10 M 
14 »5 16 1?
21 22 23 24 25 26 27 
28 29 30 3 i
W sm mM turn i.t&J 
MNUA«V
t 2  3 4  5 6 f * -
7 if 9 l( t  11 12 13
)4 15 (6 17 f» 19 20
2\ 22 27 24 25 26 2? •>
28 29 30  31 *
&
^  ueen of the parsonage.......
MRS. B. EDGAR JOHNSON
Start Early 
on That Christmas Program
W h a t  is m o r e  t h r i l l i n g  and heart­warming than a good Christmas 
program? I have driven seventy-five 
miles (each way) to see one I knew 
would be exceptional. On the con­
trary, what a disappointment to see an 
ill-prepared, haphazard, disorganized 
performance! And November is the 
month for making final plans.
Christmas programs are one of our 
finest opportunities for Sunday school 
promotion, for developing talents, for 
training our children, and for deeply 
implanting the message of Christmas. 
And this responsibility often falls on 
the pastor’s wife. Capitalize on it!
Everyone loves to be in a program— 
plan to use every child. Often children 
want to include neighbor friends in the 
program, and this I encourage IF they 
will start early, come to all practices, 
and their parents agree to it. This usu­
ally means these visitors come to Sun­
day school three or four Sundays dur­
ing practices, and of course the parents 
come to the program. One such little 
girl was brought in at a very late date, 
but her mother was quite willing to 
teach her a piece. She l o o k e d  so 
unlikely that I dished out a rather in­
significant part with small hope. But 
her parents fixed her up so cute and 
trained her so well that she was a star 
on the program. And later they be­
came fine Nazarenes.
Plan your program to fit your sit­
uation. Carefully select parts, and then 
present it in “all its glory” to the chil­
dren. Send a letter to the parents ex­
plaining it to them. Parents are able to 
interpret whether the program is going 
to amount to anything and respond ac­
cordingly. Parts may be sent home with
the children or included in the letter. 
Following is a sample of such a letter:
D ear P arent:
W e are planning to use your child in our 
Christmas program, which will be pre­
sented (date).
Children from kindergarten through age 
seven will be presenting “ST O R Y L A N D  
A T  C H R ISTM A S.” This is a colorful pro­
gram and the children love it. Each child 
will be a character from  Storyland adapt­
ed for Christmas. Some will require simple 
costuming appropriate for their parts. 
Please teach them to speak slowly, clearly, 
and with expression from the first. Chil­
dren in “Storyland” are to bow at the close 
of each piece, so practice this each time.
Children ages eight to nine will partici­
pate in “Symbols of Christmas.”  Each child 
will be a snowflake, star, candle, Christmas 
tree, etc. Each has an individual speaking 
part, after which he takes his place in a 
pretty tableau effect on the platform. W e  
will furnish the properties, but ask each 
child to bring a quarter to help in this 
expense.
The older juniors will present a fitting 
finale in a musical pageant which depicts 
the story of the Nativity, complete with 
Choirboys and Angel Choir. W e will be 
calling for some outside practices for this. 
If your child needs transportation, please 
call me.
W e have distributed the parts with care­
ful planning and need everyone we have 
chosen. Let us know immediately if your 
child cannot take part, and we will make 
other arrangements. If I have mispelled 
any names, please phone me, so I can 
print them correctly on the program.
Thank you for your cooperation. I know  
you’ll be proud of all of them.
(Signed— program director)
Designate the sections which include 
their child. One letter may i n c l u d e  
several children and you can write on
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the bottom: “Johnnie is to be Little 
Boy Blue; Linda is a snowflake; Mary 
is in the Angel Choir.” I have never 
failed to have vitally interested par­
ents and excited participants.
P a r e n t s  cooperate beautifully in 
properties and costumes. We who are 
parents know how much the schools 
demand at times and we do it cheer­
fully—how much more for the church!
Now having laid a good foundation, 
build on it. And that is practice! I 
would far rather have inferior ma­
terial well presented than excellent 
material poorly presented. But good 
material, well presented, is one of the 
joys of Christmas. Remember you are 
training your whole church in appreci­
ation of excellence.
Plan the program so that it is cor­
related and has some continuity to it. 
Then explain the whole program to the 
children so that they feel a part in 
total, not just a dangling, isolated frag­
ment. If the program is to consist of 
assorted recitations, songs, etc., plan 
them around some central idea. For in­
stance, you might fix the platform as 
the living room of an elderly shut-in 
whom the children are visiting at 
Christmas, and because she c a n n o t  
come to the program, they take the 
program to her. Have someone take 
the part of the “shut-in.” Perhaps small 
“white gifts” of food may be presented 
and later taken to some real shut-in. 
This idea lends warmth and informal­
ity as the children greet her and say 
their pieces (for the audience of course) 
and perhaps bestow a parting kiss, and 
other farewells. Teachers might bring 
them in by classes. There are many 
different ways, but this gives a theme 
—a continuity—to the whole program.
For a more involved program such as 
indicated in the letter above, the three 
parts of the program can be correlated 
to become a whole theme by proper 
“modulation.”
Many cute recitations relating to the 
traditions of Christmas have their place 
on the program, but no program is 
complete (or even warranted) without 
closing with the Nativity presentation
—including shepherds, wise men, an­
gels, carols, etc. This can be presented 
in so many different ways! Vary it 
each year, using different age-groups 
for this significant part. I have used 
departments all the way from pri­
maries (pantomiming while older chil­
dren read the story) on up to high 
school age. Work toward a climactic 
ending. This can be as simple and sweet 
as kindergarten children dressed like 
angels kneeling about the manger sing­
ing “Away in a Manger,” or as elabo­
rate as the majestic finale in which 
Mary lifts the Babe from the manger 
and together with Joseph, followed by 
s h e p h e r d s ,  etc., exits triumphantly 
down the aisle, flanked by angels form­
ing an overhead arch with p a l m 
branches while all sing “Joy to the 
World.”
If parts are handed out by the last 
Sunday in November, practice can start 
the first Sunday in December. You 
may practice in the opening part of 
Sunday school (but never omit lesson 
time), or certain groups can be prac­
ticed separately during part of junior 
service, before or after prayer meeting, 
or by departments. There must be at 
least one (preferably more) practice on 
the platform with all the properties. 
The more practice, the more confi­
dence; and children get the “feel” of it.
The child must be heard. Each piece 
is important. If you cannot hear him, 
his part is really a failure. Teach him 
to speak loudly and clearly—teach him 
to speak to the back seat. Do use a 
mike if at all possible. This can be 
rented or devised from someone’s re­
cording equipment. But be sure to 
practice the child with the mike or the 
amplification will startle him. Once 
practiced, he loves it. If for some reas­
on he isn’t heard, don’t hesitate to say, 
“I’m afraid some might not have heard 
all of this and it’s too good to miss.” 
He is usually flattered and glad to re­
peat it, especially if he has been trained 
ahead as to the importance of being 
heard and has practiced enough to lose 
his initial fear.
Teach the child expression. Start 
with the parent indicating how you
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would like it—gestures, voice inflec­
tions, etc. This can be done! Insist 
gently and encouragingly on good per­
formance, and offer praise. Be firm 
and have discipline, but don’t be cross. 
Practices should be highly enjoyable.
Do have the child’s name on a pro­
gram. A  mimeographed Christmas bul­
letin is fine. Then let the people fol­
low the program—don’t announce every 
number. Make advance announcement 
of any changes or absentees. Printed 
programs go in scrapbooks and are 
mailed to Grandma.
Make choirs special. If you have no 
robes, make collars—big, round collars
—of inexpensive material, or old sheets, 
starched, and pinked on the edges. 
Add a colored choir bow at the neck. 
Children can look very special this way. 
Give choirs special names. If the pro­
gram is at night, you might have a 
“Starlight Choir.” This is effected by 
holding a flashlight, with red cellophane 
over the light, inside an open hymn- 
book which is held against the body, 
and gives a red halo effect to the face.
Anyone who has had much to do with 
Christmas programs knows they take 
time, patience, and work; but let’s 
glorify the Lord and edify the people 
with a worthy presentation.
STUDIES *
TOWARDS BETTER BIBLICAL SCHOLARSHIP
The Greatest Prayer of All
Meditations on John 17
We are very pleased to begin with 
this issue a rich series of studies on 
the intercessory prayer of our Lord, 
by H. K. Bedwell. Principal Bedwell 
heads the Nazarene Bible Training Col­
lege in Stegi, Swaziland, South Africa, 
and is an outstanding Bible t e a c h e r .  
A careful reading of his expositions 
from month to month will yield lasting 
returns both for one’s own spiritual 
life and one’s public ministry.—E d it o r .
No. 1. The Heart of Jesus
The Bible is the Christian’s finest 
Prayer Book. It teaches us how to 
pray, when to pray, and for what to 
pray. It also contains many examples of 
men who prayed and the prayers they 
offered. Of all the great prayers re­
corded in the Word of God, the seven­
teenth chapter of John’s Gospel con­
tains the greatest of them all. Read it
reverently, carefully, prayerfully, and 
repeatedly. Let its atmosphere pene­
trate into every part of your soul. 
Allow its spirit to capture you. Read 
it on your knees; meditate on it. Make 
its requests your own. It will give you 
a new vision of the heart of Jesus, 
and you will find yourself in close com­
munion with Him. Why is this prayer 
the greatest of all? Here are four good 
reasons:
I. This prayer reveals the heart of 
Jesus. John, the beloved apostle, is the 
only one of the four Evangelists to 
give us a record of this prayer. His 
Gospel is the most intimate of the 
four. He gives us a closeup portrait of 
Jesus Christ. This chapter is the most 
intimate part of this most intimate Gos­
pel. The old Puritan preachers called 
it “The bosom of Christ.” G. Campbell 
Morgan said of it, “Here we stand at 
the centre of all the sanctities.”  C. H.
November, 1967 (515) 35
S pu rgeon  d escribed  it as “ the h oly  of 
h olies of the B ib le .”  T h e  reading of 
John ’s G ospel has b een  lik en ed  to a 
m an  entering the T ab ern acle  in the  
w ilderness. In chapters 1— 12 w e  stand  
in the outer court; in chapters 13— 16 
w e  enter th e  holy place; in chapter 
17 w e  are b eyo n d  the veil in the holiest 
of all. H e re  Jesus is fa c e -to -fa c e  w ith  
H is Father. H is great h eart pours out 
its final ten der yearn in gs and burning  
requ ests for H is disciples b e fo re  H e  
goes to the loneliness and agon y of the  
C ross. W e  are h igh ly  p rivileged  lis -  
te n e rs-in , standing on h o ly  g r o u n d ,  
sh aring H is audible com m u n ion  w ith  
th e  Father. W e  are in fact gazing into  
the w id e -o p e n  heart o f Jesus.
II. This prayer reveals the character 
of God the Father. In  this chapter w e  
h av e  a veritab le  com p en d iu m  of th e ­
ology. T h e  person and  w ork  of the 
F ath er are clearly  seen. H e  is the  
Lord of All, h avin g “p ow er over all 
fle sh ” ; and  H e  is also the great Life- 
Giver, im parting eternal life to those  
w h o b e liev e. T h ese  p ow ers H e  d e le ­
gates to  H is S on  (v . 2 ) .  H e  is the  
Eternal One— existin g “ . . . b efore  the  
w orld  w as” (v . 5 ) .  H e  is the Holy One 
and the Righteous One (v v . 11, 2 5 ) . H e  
is the Great Sanctifier and Keeper (v v .
11, 1 7 ) . H e  is the Dispenser of Glory 
(v . 2 2 ) , and one w ith  the S on  (v v . 11, 
2 1 ) . F in a lly  H e is the God of Love—  
lov in g  the S on  and lov in g  u s  w ith  all 
the infinite passion o f D e ity . W h a t a 
m arvelou s G od  is ours!
III. This prayer reveals the method 
which Jesus employed. H e  alone could  
m a k e  a w orth y  and su ffic ien t sacrifice  
for  sin, bu t the propagation  of the good  
n ew s of salvation  is com m itted  to m en, 
chosen, fitted, and com m issioned  to this  
gloriou s task. “A s  thou hast sen t m e  
into the w orld , even  so h ave I  sent 
them into the w orld ” (v . 1 8 ) . G o d ’s 
m eth od  is men w h o b ecom e H is  m e s­
sen gers and w itnesses.
Su rprisin gly  J esu s said, “ I p ray  n ot  
for the world, b u t for them”  (v . 9 ) .  
W h a t?  Is H e  n ot th en  con cern ed  w ith  
the w orld ?  D o es  H e  n ot care for the
w o rld ? H as H e forgotten  the w orld?  
L isten  again : “ . . . that the w orld  m ay  
believ e  . . . that the w o rld  m a y  k n ow ” 
(v v . 21, 2 3 ) . H is h eart w as breaking  
for the w orld . H e  w as ab ou t to die for 
the w orld . T o  the w orld  H e  ca m e ; for 
the w orld  H e  shed  H is p reciou s blood; 
to the w orld  H e  w ill com e again ; and 
into the w orld  H e  sends H is servants.
Jesus loves this poor, lost, b lind , and 
sin fu l w orld  w ith  an infinite and b u rn ­
ing passion. H e  gave  H is  life  for  the 
precious souls of w h om  the w orld  is 
com posed. H e  sends H is w ork ers to 
hardships, privations, p ersecutions, and 
even death, that the w orld  m igh t know  
and taste the rich es of H is g r a c e .  
T h erefo re  H e  con cen trates on  the few  
that H e  m igh t reach  the m a n y. They  
are H is spearh ead  to c a p t u r e  the 
w orld . T h is  is H is  w a y . T h at is  why  
H e  p rays, "K e e p  them” ; “ Sanctify  
them” ; “ M a k e  them on e” ; “ I pray for 
them.”  It is in  ord er that the w orld  
m a y  k n ow  and  b elieve, and  in  b e liev ­
ing be saved.
IV . This prayer reveals the kind of 
men God uses. If the w o rld  is to be 
reached  th rou gh  m en , then  w h at kind 
of m e n ?  A s  on e  reads this chapter 
carefu lly , a com p lete  p ictu re emerges 
of the qualifications w h ich  are essen­
tial for d oing G o d ’s w ork . T ru e  it is 
that G o d  n eed s m en — b u t a special 
kind of m an . Jesus rev ea ls w h at kind. 
T h e y  are spiritually alive, possessing  
eternal life , w h ich  is the v e r y  life  of 
G od  h im self. In  oth er w ord s, they 
m u st b e  born again (v . 2 ) .  T h e y  are 
m en  of strong convictions and complete 
certainty, and k n o w  w h o m  th ey have 
b eliev ed , and th ey  recognize H is su­
p rem e au th ority  (v v . 7 - 8 ) .  T h ey  are 
m en  o f implicit obedience— “ They 
h av e  k ep t th y  w o rd ” (v . 6 ) .  Again, 
th ey  are characterized  b y  complete 
separation fro m  th e  w o rld : “ T h ey  are 
n ot o f the w orld , even  as I am  not of 
the w o rld ” (v . 1 4 ) . T h e y  are m en of 
true holiness and filled  w ith  perfect 
love (v v . 17, 2 6 ) . T h e y  m u st possess a 
harmonious disposition: “ T h at they all 
m a y  b e  on e” (v . 2 1 ) .  T h e y  are men 
w ith  spiritual discernment: T h e y  “have
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known . . . that thou didst send me” 
(v. 8). They are d i v i n e l y  com­
missioned: As the Father has “sent me 
into the world, even so have I also sent 
them” (v. 18). They also experience 
fullness of joy: “ . . . that they might 
have my joy fulfilled” (filled full, v. 
13). They are men endowed with the 
glory of God: “The glory which thou 
gavest me I have given them” (v. 22).
Having thus received, they seek only 
the glory of Christ. In short, they are 
God’s men and Christ’s men: “All mine 
are thine, and thine are mine; and I 
am glorified in them” (v. 10). The key 
to all is the indwelling Christ: “I in 
them”  (v. 26). The qualities set forth 
are those of Jesus himself and can be 
reproduced only when He is enthroned 
within. (To be continued)




“ Set your affection” is one word in 
Greek, the verb phroneite. It comes 
from the noun for “mind” (phren). 
Homer and other early writers used it 
in the sense of “have understanding.” 
Then it meant “ to think.” Here it 
means: “ to have in mind, be mindful 
of, think of.” 1 For this passage Arndt 
and Gingrich suggest “set one’s mind 
on, be intent on.” 2 Thayer has: “ to 
direct one’s mind to a thing.”3 The best 
translation is probably, “ Set your mind 
on the things above” (NASB)(.
“Mortify” or “Put to Death”?
Nekrosate (v. 5) is from nekros, 
“dead.” So it literally means “put to 
death.” Thayer suggests that here it 
means “ to deprive of power, destroy 
the strength of.”4 But why dilute the 
full force of the verb? Arndt and Ging­
rich translate the clause: “Put to 
death what is earthly in you”3 (cf. 
RSV). “Mortify” is hardly an adequate
•Professor o f New Testament, Nazarene Theo­
logical Seminary, Kansas City, Missouri.
rendering because it is used too loosely 
today.
“Inordinate Affection” or “Passion”?
The KJV has a long translation for a 
short word—pathos. This comes from 
the second aorist stem {path) of pascho, 
“ suffer.” Basically it means “that which 
befalls one, that which one suffers,” and 
so “a passion, passionate desire.” 6 It 
occurs only here, in Rom. 1:26, and in 
I Thess. 4:5. Thayer notes that, while 
it was “used by the Greeks in either a 
good or a bad sense,” yet “in the N. T. 
[only] in a bad sense, depraved pas­
sion.”7 Doubtless “passion” is a more 
meaningful rendering today, and so it 
is found in most modern translations.
“Concupiscence” or “Desire”?
The former (KJV) is also an anti­
quated expression, unused today. The 
Greek epithymia, means “desire.” It is 
used in the New Testament for the 
natural desire of hunger (Luke 15:16; 
16:21). But in Paul’s Epistles it usually 
has a bad connotation. Buchsel writes:
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“ T h e essential point in  epithymia is 
that it is desire as im pu lse, as a m otion  
of the w ill. . . . Epithymia is an xious  
se lf-se e k in g .” s Since the ad jective  
“ ev il”  is a ffixed  to the term  here, 
clearly  the b est translation  is “ d esire .”
“Blasphemy” or “Slander”?
T h e G ree k  w ord  is blasphemia (v . 8 ) .  
B u t origin ally  this did n ot h ave the  
m odern  connotation of b lasp h em y. It  
m ean t “ slander, detraction, speech in ­
ju riou s to an oth er’s good n a m e,” and  
on ly  later “ im pious and reproachful 
speech  in ju riou s to  the d i v i n e  m a j­
esty .” 9 S o the correct translation here, 
as in  n u m erou s other p laces in the N ew  
T estam en t, is “ slan d er.”
“Filthy Communication” or 
“Foul Talk”?
T his is one w ord  in the G reek , aisch- 
rologia (o n ly  h ere in  N T ) .  It m ean s  
“ ab usive lan gu age.” ' 0 T h a y er  says: 
“F ou l sp eakin g . . . lo w  and  obscen e  
sp eech .” 11 A rn d t and G in grich  h ave: 
“Evil speech in the sen se o f obscene 
speech . . .  or abusive speech.” 12
L igh tfoot com bines b oth  these ideas  
in  his t r a n s l a t i o n ,  “ fo u l-m o u th e d  
ab u se.” A fte r  noting that the w ord  is  
defined  b y  C le m en t of A le x a n d ria  as 
“ filth y -ta lk in g ” and used b y  P olyb iu s  
in the sense of “ ab u sive lan gu age,”  he  
continues: “ If the tw o  senses o f the  
w ord  h ad  b een  quite distinct, w e  m igh t 
h av e  som e d ifficu lty  in c h o o s i n g  
b etw een  th em  here. . . . B u t the second  
sen se is d erived  fro m  the first. T h e  
w ord  can on ly  m ean  ‘ab u se,’ w h en  the  
abuse is ‘fo u l-m o u th e d .’ A n d  thus w e  
m a y suppose that both  ideas, ‘f ilth in ess’ 
and ‘e v il-sp e a k in g ’ are in clu d ed  h ere .” 13
T ren ch  insists that the m ean in g  of  
the w ord  shou ld  n ot be  confin ed  to o b ­
scene discourse, as the G ree k  F ath ers  
u su ally  took it, b u t sh ou ld  also include  
“ every l i c e n s e  of the ungovern ed  
tongue em p loyin g  itself in  th e  ab u se  
of others.” 14 T . K . A b b o tt feels that 
“ the con n exion  h ere  show s that it 
m ean s ‘ab u sive ’ rath er th an  ‘filth y ’ 
lan gu age,” and adds that “ the sins of
unclean n ess h ave b een  dealt w ith  in 
ver. 5, and the oth er su bstan tives here  
regard  w an t of ch arity .” 15
In  the l i g h t  o f a ll this duscussion  
it w o u ld  seem  that eith er “ fo u l talk” 
(R S V )  or “ ab u sive  sp eech ”  (N A S B )  
w ou ld  b e  satisfactory . E ith er o f these  
is p ro b ab ly  b etter than  “ filth y  talk” 
(N E B ) .
“Barbarian”
T h e  G ree k  w ord  is the ad jective  bar- 
baros (v . 1 1 ) . It is p ro b ab ly  an o n o -  
m atopoetic w ord ; that is, its  sou n d  su g­
gests its sense. T h a y er  gives this am ple  
d efinition : “ 1. p roperly , one whose 
speech is rude, rough, harsh, as if  re ­
peatin g the sy llab les  barbar . . . hence
2. one who speaks a foreign or strange 
language which is not understood by 
another. . . .  3. T h e  G ree k s u s e d  
barbaros of any foreigner ignorant of 
the Greek language and the Greek 
culture . . . w ith  the ad d ed  notion, 
after the P ersian  w ar, o f ru den ess and  
b ru ta lity .” 10
“Scythian”
T h is w ord  refers to “ an inhabitant 
o f S cyth ia , i.e ., R u ssia  and S iberia , a 
syn o n ym  w ith  the G reek s fo r  the w ild ­
est o f barbarian s.” 17 L igh tfoot com ­
m en ts: “ T h e savagen ess of the S cyth ­
ians w as p ro verb ia l.” 18 B u t in  Christ 
there are n o  d istinctions of race or 
color, o f cu ltu re or education.
^bbott-Sm ith , Lexicon, p. 474.
2L exicon, p. 874.
3Lexicon, p. 658.
4Lexicon, p. 424.
5Op. cit., p. 537.
cAbbott-Smith, op. cit., pp. 332-33.
7Op. cit., p. 472.
8Kittel, Theological Dictionary, III, 171.
°Thayer, op. cit., p. 102.
10Abbott-Smith, op. cit., p. 14.
uOp. cit., p. 17.
12Op. cit., p. 24.
™Colossians, p. 214.
"Synonym s, p. 121.
^Ephesians and Colossians (IC C), p. 283.
’ ’Op. cit., p. 95.
17Abbott-Smith, op. cit., p. 410.
1sOp. cit., p. 218.




The Purpose of the Cross
By W. E. McCumber*
S cripture : Heb. 13:6 -16 , R S V
T e x t :  S o Jesus also suffered outside the 
gate in order to sanctify the people through  
his own blood  (v. 12).
During H oly W eek all Christendom fo ­
cuses attention on the cross of Christ. 
Thousands of churches, however, neglect a 
central purpose in the death of Christ—  
“ in order to sanctify the people.” God has 
raised us up and thrust us out to declare 
that Christ’s blood not only justifies freely, 
but also sanctifies wholly.
“To sanctify”— what does this mean? 
W hat are the elements of this experience 
for which Christ died? M ost adequate dic­
tionaries will supply these pertinent defi­
nitions: (1) To set apart for holy purposes;
(2) To make holy, i.e., purify from sin; (3) 
To make productive of spiritual blessing. 
Let these three components of holiness 
guide us now  as we explore the purpose 
of Christ’s death.
I. “ To sanctify”  is to set apart for holy 
purposes.
Throughout the Old Testament this is a 
fundamental significance of the verb “sanc­
tify.” Nations, persons, and things are con­
secrated to God, no longer used for secular 
purposes, but for sacred, for the worship 
and work of God. In the Old Testament 
we find a holy people, holy Temple, holy  
vessels, and holy sacrifices.
In the New  Testament sanctification is 
emphatically related to persons, not to 
buildings, or utensils, or offerings. So 
here it is “the people” who are to be 
sanctified by the cross of Jesus. The peo­
ple are to be set apart for holy purposes.
•Pastor, First Church, Atlanta, Georgia.
A t this point the question arises— W hat 
are the holy purposes for which the Church 
is set apart? The answer is supplied in 
the context: “Let us continually offer up 
a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the 
fruit of lips that acknowledge his name. 
Do not neglect to do good  and to share 
what you  have, for such sacrifices are 
pleasing to God” (vv. 1 5 -16 ). Here a tw o­
fold purpose emerges: (1) Confessing the 
name of God; (2) Serving the needs of 
men.
To acknowledge the name of God is an­
other w ay of saying to proclaim what God 
has revealed of himself to men, i.e., to 
give to men the W ord of God. Shortly 
before His death Jesus prayed for His 
Church. O f the disciples He said, “I have 
manifested thy name unto the men which 
thou gavest me . . .  I have given them thy 
word.” N ow  He would send them forth 
to give this word to others— “A s thou hast 
sent me into the world, even so have I also 
sent them into the world.”  And thus 
He prays, “Sanctify them.”
To minister to human needs is the bibli­
cal concept of good works. Thus we read 
of Jesus, that He “went about doing good, 
and healing all that were oppressed of the 
devil.” Jesus “gave himself for us,” said 
Paul, “to redeem us from  all iniquity and 
to purify for himself a people of his own 
who are zealous for good deeds” (Titus 
2:14, R S V ).
Christ died to sanctify the people, to set 
the Church apart for the holy purposes of 
giving His W ord to men and sharing their 
goods with men. A s a servant of God’s 
W ord and a servant to men’s needs, the 
Church brings glory to its Redeemer and 
Lord. Now  let us attend to the second 
definition:
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II. “ To sanctify” is to make holy, to 
purify from  sin.
Jesus died to effect a radical, inward 
cleansing of His people. His blood is a 
purifying agent by which the deep springs 
of attitude and behavior are rendered 
clean. Indeed, the purpose of the Church  
depends upon the purity  of the Church. 
Sin is basically self-centeredness, self­
dominance, self-interest. A nd this selfish­
ness is the greatest hindrance to proclaim­
ing the W ord of God and relieving the 
needs of men. To purify the heart is to 
a s s u r e  success to the purpose of the 
Church.
The sacred writer here sets in contrast 
the death of Jesus Christ and the animal 
sacrifices of the old covenant. These sac­
rifices were impotent. W hen the Jew  
had brought his lamb, when the animal’s 
blood had been spilled, so far as any power 
resident in the sacrifice was concerned, 
the worshiper left the altar still burdened  
and polluted with sin and guilt. But what 
those typical and symbolical sacrifices 
could not do, the atoning death of Jesus 
Christ actually and really does. Deep, in­
ward cleansing from  sin and selfishness 
takes place within those who believe on 
Him. H ow  the power of His sacrifice 
works none can say. That the Blood does 
cleanse from all sin is the joyful and 
confident testimony of thousands of God’s 
people.
Sin defies analysis. Cleansing from  sin 
defies analysis. W hat matters is not our 
ability to understand God’s redeeming and 
transforming work within our heart. W hat 
matters is simply that the work is done. 
Calvary is a crimson guarantee of God’s 
power and willingness to make us holy, to 
purify us from sin, to destroy the self- 
centeredness that would frustrate the will 
of God and ignore the needs of men. This 
inward purity makes possible the effective 
setting apart of the Church to the holy 
purposes of God. To fulfill the purpose 
get the cleansing! And now let us con­
sider the third definition:
III. “ To sanctify” is to make productive 
of spiritual blessing.
Too often this concept of holiness has 
been restricted to “holy water,” “conse­
crated oil,”  and “anointed handkerchiefs.” 
W hat I wish to emphasize is not the m ak­
ing of things, but of people, productive of 
spiritual blessing.
H ow  relatively unproductive of spiritual 
blessing were those first disciples prior
to Pentecost! Sometimes they were down­
right destructive, productive of cursing in 
their selfishness. W hen a Samaritan vil­
lage denied them hospitality, they wanted 
the Lord to call fire down from  heaven and 
destroy it. They forbade m en to preach 
and heal in Christ’s name who refused to 
join their little group. Before stubbornly 
entrenched demons they stood helpless, 
while a wretched boy was seized and torn 
with awful fits. W a l k i n g  behind the 
humblest M an who ever lived, they quar­
reled over who should be the greatest in 
His kingdom, each staking his greedy claim 
to preferment. W hen Christ hung in lonely 
anguish on the Cross, they deserted Him 
and scurried away to save their own skins. 
Yes, so far from  being a blessing to others, 
they were often bigoted, vindictive, am­
bitious, and cowardly— all expressive of a 
radically selfish life.
Then came Pentecost! Then came the 
promised H oly Spirit, invading and cleans­
ing them at the deep center of their lives. 
Christ was enthroned within their hearts. 
The will of God became the master passion 
of their thought, speech, and action. What 
spiritual blessing they became!
Peter and his fellow Christians stood in 
the crowded street, proclaiming and dem­
onstrating the gospel, and three thousand 
people were converted to Christ and add­
ed to the Church.
Philip, displaced by persecution, went 
to a city of Samaria and preached Christ 
to the populace. Scores were saved, and 
“ there was great joy in that city.”
Barnabas generously liquidated his real 
estate, that the proceeds might feed the 
hungry.
These are random samples of the dif­
ference it made when people were sancti­
fied through the blood of Christ. They 
received power to be a source and channel 
of blessing to others. The true mark of 
holiness is not m erely that we get blessed, 
but that we become productive of blessing 
to others.
To be sanctified, then, involves purpose, 
and purity, and power. For this we are 
urged to go to Jesus, even at the cost of 
“bearing abuse for him.” Self-centered­
ness makes us shrink from persecution and 
grasp for popularity. Sanctification enables 
us both to serve and suffer, not grudging­
ly, but joyfully.
Are you selfish? A re you sinful? Do 
you need and want a profound inward 
clcansing that will make you holy, make 
you useful, make you fruitful as a servant 
of God’s W ord and m en’s needs? Go to
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Jesus! Go to the Cross! Lose yourself, and 
find yourself, in the sanctifying sufferings 
of our Lord!
From Nobody to Everybody
S cripture : M ark 5 :24 -34
T e x t : Som ebody hath touched m e . . . 
(Luke 8 :46 ).
Mark 5 is one of the happiest chapters 
of the whole Bible. It opens with the story 
of the demoniac at Gadara whom  Jesus 
clothed with sanity. It tells of the healing 
of the woman with a terrible hemorrhage. 
A nd it climaxes with the account of the 
raising of Jairus’ daughter from the dead. 
Here in one chapter we find a trium ­
phant proclamation of the power of Jesus 
over demons, disease, and death! H allelu­
jah! W hat a Savior!
It is the story of the woman with the 
issue of blood that we focus on today. 
W e shall see how she moves from  nobody 
to everybody!
I. This woman, in her disease, was a 
■‘nobody.”
She had an “issue of blood.” According 
to the Mosaic law, therefore, she would 
be excommunicated from  the temple (Lev. 
1 5 :19 -31).
B y  the rabbinic law she would be di­
vorced from  her husband, excluded from  
her fam ily, and ostracized by society!
To m ake bad things worse, she had 
“suffered many things of many physicians, 
and had spent all that she had, and was 
nothing bettered, but rather grew worse” 
(v. 26).
So she was homeless, churchless, penni­
less, friendless— a nobody!
II. This woman, in her contact with  
Christ, became “som ebody.”
“ She had heard of Jesus” (v. 27). He 
had been actively performing miracles. 
They are recorded in the earlier chapters 
of M ark: the healing of Peter’s m other- 
in -law , the cleansing of a leper, the raising 
of the widow’s son at Nain, the calming of 
a storm -swept lake, the deliverance of a 
demoniac at Gadara.
In the faith that “cometh by hearing” 
(Rom . 10 :17), she “came in the press be­
hind, and touched his garment” (v. 27). 
The word touch t r a n s l a t e s  the Greek 
hepsato, and means “g r a s p e  d,” or 
“clutched.” And she was immediately and 
consciously healed by the virtue— the 
dunamis, dynamic— that flowed from Christ.
And Jesus said, “ Som ebody  hath touched 
me.” W hen she came and confessed He 
said, “Daughter . . .  go in peace, and be 
whole of thy plague” (v. 34). This is the 
only recorded instance when Jesus ad­
dressed a woman as “daughter.”  He want­
ed this excommunicated, divorced, ostra­
cized, brokenhearted, and suffering woman 
to know that she was adopted into God’s 
family! Thus nobody became somebody!
III. This woman, in her com m on human­
ity as a sinner, becomes “ everybod y.”
Everybody has been diseased by sin and 
needs the healing of Christ’s power. Sin 
is a disease of the flesh and of the blood. 
It erupts into the outward life as acts of 
transgressions, but is first in the inward 
life as an attitude of rebellion. Sin cor­
rupts both the heart and the behavior of 
men.
A nd the power of Jesus Christ is ade­
quate for man’s perfect healing. The con­
tact of faith and the response of gracious 
power will heal every spiritual malady, 
ultimating in wholeness, in adoption, and 
in peace. This Christ will justify freely 
the penitent and believing sinner. He will 
sanctify wholly the yielded and believing 
Christian!
Y ou are hearing about Him. Y ou  have 
often heard of Him. Those who merely 
jostle Him in curiosity or wishful thinking 
will continue in their issue of blood. But 
those who clutch Him  in faith can and 
will be saved by the power which passing 
centuries and multiplied miracles have 
never diminished! Sin reduces you to no­
body. Christ will make you somebody. 
The invitation is for everybody. Come to 
Jesus now!
W . E. M cC umber
Things Hard to Understand
S cripture: II Pet. 3 :8 -18
T e x t : Verses 15-16
I want to tell you what to do with 
scripture you can’t understand. But first
November, 1967 (521) 41
I wish to point out three important truths 
indicated in this text. The first is this:
I. Love goes beyond understanding. 
Peter admits that some things in Paul’s 
letters are hard to understand. But see 
how he designates his fellow apostle: 
“ our beloved brother Paul.” Brotherly love  
m ay continue in spite of our inability to 
understand one another fully.
The second truth to be stressed is this:
II. The Bible is of divine orgin and 
authority. Peter’s phrase “the other scrip­
tures” refers to the Old Testament writ­
ings, regarded by Christ and His followers 
as infallible and authoritative revelation 
(John 10 :35). Alongside this prophetic 
body of truth Peter places the apostolic 
writings, specifically here his and Paul’s 
letters: “So also . . . Paul wrote . . . 
in all his letters.” The Old and New Testa­
ments are unique literature, unique in 
authority because unique in origin: “Paul 
wrote to you according to the wisdom  
given  him ” (R S V ). The Bible arose, not 
from human wisdom, but from given  wis­
dom, divine wisdom.
The third truth of the text is this:
III. Misuse of scripture can be destruc­
tive. Peter warns that “the ignorant and 
unstable twist [the Scriptures] to their 
own destruction” (R S V ). Scripture aims at 
producing holiness (vv. 14, 18). But the 
truth of salvation by grace can be dis­
torted into a license for disgrace (Rom. 
2 :7 -8 ) . That we are not under law but 
under grace can be twisted to justify law ­
lessness (Jude 3 -4 ) . To search the Scrip­
tures for an excuse to sin is damning. 
The Word is designed for our sanctification 
(John 17:17).
Now let’s discuss the problem of h ard -to - 
understand scripture. Shall we ignore it? 
No.
IV . Things hard to understand challenge 
us to special effort. Not only in Paul’s 
writings, but throughout all Scripture, 
there are “things hard to be understood.” 
This fact does not relieve us of the obli­
gation or necessity of increasing our under­
standing through continuous and diligent 
study of Scripture. But it does mean that 
special effort and help is needed. If you  
find the Bible hard to understand, do this:
1. Read repeatedly. Often a passage, ob­
scure at first reading, will yield its mean­
ing if carefully reread again and again.
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2. Borrow brains. God has given schol­
ars to the Church. Use their works. Get 
Bible lexicons, atlases, and commentaries. 
Use m odern-language translations. Other 
men can help you to understand the Word.
3. Practice prayer. God is the Author of 
the Bible and the Teacher of the Church. 
A sk  Him  for light. The lamp of knowledge 
is best kindled from  the candle of prayer!
Finally, when you have studied a “hard” 
passage with all available help, and full 
understanding is still denied you, accept 
your limitation hum bly and live by your 
faith, not by your doubts. N o one per­
fectly understands the whole of Scripture. 
Live by what you do understand. “ The 
day of eternity” (v. 18, R SV ) w ill dissolve 
permanently our ignorance and doubts!
W . E. M cC um ber
Sermon Outlines
B y Albert Truesdale*
The Book of Joel
God Dem ands and Honors Repentance
T e x t : Joel 1 :1 4 -1 5
P u rp ose : T o  show through the Book of 
Joel that, although God will not tolerate 
sin, He will forgive and thoroughly bless 
those who repent.
Introduction : A  natural calamity has be­
fallen the kingdom of Judah. There is a 
great famine in the land and an inundation 
of locusts, which have ravaged the land. 
Joel, the mighty prophet, stands in the 
midst of the despairing people and issues a 
call to repentance, seeing in the plague the 
great day of judgment. These are disas­
trous events— such as even the o l d e s t  
among them has never seen.
I. T h e  N eed for R epentance
A . The plague has deprived them of the 
rays of the sun (2 :2 ) .
B. Every part of the land has been af­
fected.
C. A  sense of hopelessness prevails (2: 
6 ).
D. The cure of the plague could not be 
brought about by human means.
‘ Student, Nazarene Theological Seminary, Kan­
sas City. Nazarene elder.
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II. T h e  C all  to  R epentance (2 :1 2 )
A . It was a call issued by a forgiving 
God (2 :1 8 -2 2 ).
B. It was a call to sincerity— “Rend  
your hearts.”
1. The total being must be in­
volved in the act of repentance.
2. Repentance must come from those 
of all walks of life (2 :1 6 -1 7 ).
III. T h e  B lessings  op R epentance
A . The scourge was removed (2 :1 8 ).
B. There was a promise of the return 
to plenty (2 :1 6 -2 6 ).
C. The people were inspired to worship.
D. Broken communion with God was re­
stored (2 :2 7 ).
C o n c lu sio n : Recapitulation
Union with Christ
T e x t : Eph. 2 :1 -8
In t r o d u c t io n : A n  introduction to the Book 
of Ephesians
I. W e A re U nited T h ro u g h  t h e  B lood op 
C h r is t  ( c . 2 ) .
A . His blood erased the wall of sep­
aration (v. 14 ).
B. His blood restored God’s w ork­
manship in us (v. 10).
C . His blood restored our heavenly  
kinship (v. 19 ).
D. His blood has laid the foundation 
for a spiritual temple (v. 20).
II. W e A re U nited T h r o u g h  t h e  S pirit 
of  C h r is t  (c . 4 ) .
A . Through His spirit we partake of 
his humility (v. 2 ) .
1. Forbearing love
2. The bond of peace
B. Through His spirit we know His 
commission (vv. 11-12 ).
C. Through His spirit we share His 
steadfastness (vv. 1 3 -1 6 ).
D. Through His spirit we experience 
purity (vv. 20-21).
III. W e A re U nited  T hrough H is S trength 
(c. 6 ).
A . W e have access to His armor (vv. 
1 3 -1 7 ).
B. W e have access to His source of 
strength (v. 18 ).
Sonship in the Family of God
T e x t  I  John 3 :1 -2
P urpose : T o show what God expects of the 
Christian as His child.
Introduction : John writes to the “Church 
general” to deal with a specific problem.
I. K nowledge : T h e  B enefit of S o n sh ip
(c. 5)
A . Knowledge of His witness in us 
(v. 10).
B. Knowledge of eternal life (v. 11).
C. Knowledge of Him  that is true (v.
20).
II. F a it h : T he P roduct of S onship ( c . 4).
A . A  faith that produces Christ in our 
lives (v. 4 ).
B. A  faith that shows confidence in 
God’s protecting care (vv. 7 -15).
C. A  faith that Christ is the Light of 
the W orld (v. 15).
III. L ove: T h e  T est of S o n sh ip  (c. 2 ) .
A . W e must love our brother (vv. 9 -
10).
B. W e must love God’s precepts (vv.
3 -5 ) .
C. W e must love God’s plan (vv. 3 -6 ) .
1. A s it touches the Church.
2. A s it touches us.
IV . P u r it y : T h e  S tandard of S o n sh ip  (c.
3 ).
A . Our purity must reflect Christ’s 
nature (v. 6 ).
B. Our purity must alienate the things 
of sin from us (v. 1).
C. Our purity brings hope of a better 
world (v. 2).
Nehemiah—God's Stonemason
T e x t : Neh. 1 :2 -4
P urpose : T o present a challenge to youth, 
the church, new members, or to graduates 
at a commencement address, etc.
Introduction : Nehemiah the man, and 
the condition of Jerusalem at this time. 
Picture the broken-down walls, the burned 
gates, the despairing people. Notice Nehe­
miah:
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I. H e h ad  a  purpose .
A . He had a vision of a restored Tem ­
ple (2 :5 ) .
B. He had a vision of a restored people 
(2 :17 ).
C. He had a vision of a glorified God 
(1: 11).
II. H e H ad a  P la n
A . He had a plan of offense— he 
moved out from his own confortable sur­
roundings.
B. He had a plan that endured re­
bukes (2 :19 ).
C. He had a plan that allowed no 
room for compromise (c. 6 ).
III. H e H ad a  P o w e r
A . The power of personal determin­
ation (c. 2 ).
B. The power of like-m inded workers 
(c. 3 ).
C. The power of the almighty God 
(4 :1 4 ).
IV. H e  H ad a P ro d u c t
A . His product was a testimony of 
God’s sanction and provision.
B. His product was conducive to the 
restoration of God’s W ord (c. 8 ).
C. His product restored a sense of pur­
pose to the people (c. 9 ).
D . His product allowed the people to 
see the continuous closeness of God.
The Holy Spirit and His Gifts
(I Corinthians)
P u rp ose : T o  show that the gifts of the 
H oly Spirit are divine products of order­
liness and purpose.
In t r o d u c t io n : Portray the H oly Spirit as 
the Possessor of spiritual gifts.
I. T h e  U n i t y  o f  t h e  G i f t s — “ O n e ”  ( c .  
12).
A . There is one Administrator (vv. 4 -
11).
B. The receivers must be of one na­
ture (vv. 12 -2 7 ).
C. There are many functions, but one 
purpose (vv. 28 -3 1 ).
II. T h e  V a lu e  o f  t h e  G i f t s — L o v e  (c . 13).
A . The utter necessity of love (v. 3 ) .
B. The moral excellency of love (w .
4 -7 ) .
C. The abiding supremacy of love (w . 
8 -1 3 ) .
III. T h e  G r e a te s t  o f  t h e  G i f t s — P rop h ecy  
(c. 14)
A . Prophccy edifies the Church (vv. 
1- 22) .
B. Prophecy convinces the sinner to 
Christ (vv. 2 3 -2 8 ).
C. Prophecy is effective only as it is 
orderly (vv. 2 9 -4 0 ).
C o n c lu s io n : A s  nature shows to us organ­
ization in the physical world, so do the 
gifts of the H oly Spirit show us the beauty 




The following data were gathered 
from the pastors on the Minnesota dis­
trict by Superintendent Norman W. 
Bloom, as a tour project. For a pastor 
to be required to take midyear inven­
tory might force pastors with no goals 
or plans to devise some, and enable 
others to take their bearings before the 
year is too far advanced to correct 
drifts and rescue floundering depart­
ments. But ivhy wait for the friendly 
prodding of the district superintendent? 
Since the analysis form is made avail­
able here, any pastor can do his own, 
for the good of the church and the 
glory of God.—E d i t o r . (See opposite 
page.)
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Progress Profile
Name of church Pastor
Began pastorate 
Salary then: ____ per week. Now
Other assistance: Car allow ance____________________
Social security ______________  Hospital _______ ___
W hen was last raise or above given? ______________
Secular work by pastor:
W hat? ___ _________________________  Hours per week
Secular work by pastor’s wife:
W hat? _______ _ _________ _ __ _ _______
Are you interested in Group Insurance?
W hen is your next vote?
. Hours per week .















Sunday school d u e s ___________________________








N .W .M .S.
W e are planning to reach Star 
Total district obligations .
Honor
Total Prayer and Fasting last year ___________ __
Alabaster last year ______________  Sept. offering
Names placed on Memorial Roll ___ __________ _____
. Paid now .
goals.




W ill be standard society: Y e s .
Increase in membership now: Y es_
A .B .S . offering sent to K .C . Y e s .





CH U RC H  M EM BERSH IP 1964 P. of F. P. of F. Ev. Honor M y M y total 1967
1964-66 this year goal goal goal
F IN A N C E  W e plan to be a 10 percent church. Yes No
Total General N .M .B.F. District HomeMission Educational
p a i d __________________________  ___________ ______________  _________________
W e have a plan for paying all budgets in full. Yes ___ _______  No _____
CH U RC H  H O N O R  A W A R D  W e can do the following:
A . Evangelistic Honor Roll ______________ B. 10 percent for others ____ _____
C. A ll budgets paid in full ______________  D. A n  honor S.S. _______ _ __ _ __
E. Star missionary society ______________  F. Standard N .Y .P .S . __________ _
G . A ll subscriptions quotas r e a c h e d ______________
M ISC E L LA N E O U S W hat is your visitation program involving your church?
Pastoral calls since assembly ___ ________ _______ ______ In January ____________
Herald of Holiness subscriptions now _______ -_____ ____
Does your church have liability insurance? Yes ______________  No ________
Names of local preachers in your church .
(Continued on next page)
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Next two evangelists:
Spring __________ _ ___________ Date ________ F a l l --------------------- - ---------------  Date
Last four sermon subjects and scriptures:
1. _____ _________
2 .  _ _________________
3.  _ _________ _
4.  ___________
TIME OF Y O U R  SERVICES
Sunday school __





PROBLEM: As a young pastor I 
desire to be conscientious and ex­
emplary in storehouse tithing. Is it 
proper for me to tithe my cash in­
come only, or should I tithe also the 
estimated value of parsonage, utili­
ties, and car assistance? Can these 
items be classified as part of my per­
sonal income?
A  P a s t o r  f r o m  P e n n s y lv a n i a  W r i t e s :
I w as jo lted  recen tly  in  a fu n d -ra isin g  
cam paign. M y  ow n  p led ge  h ad  b een  
m ade and a lay m an  d efen ded  h im self  
against the pressu re m y  ow n  p ledge  
had m ade— I guess. H e  b lu rted  out, 
“ Y o u  can ’t com pare our g iv in g  w ith  a 
pastor’s, for  th ey don ’t rea lly  tith e !”
I w as taken aback. “ W h a t do yo u  
m e a n ?” I asked.
“T h e last tw o p astors I ’ve  had  a d ­
m itted  that th ey  did not include hom e, 
auto expen se, and utilities or special 
gifts in  their incom e. If that is true  
then I sh ou ld  exem p t m y  h ou se, auto  
expen se, and utilities b e fo re  I tithe. 
B u t I  d on ’t do that. S o  w h en  special 
offerin g tim e com es, I d on ’t h ave the  
offerin g m o n ey  m y  pastor d oes.”
It is n ot im portant w h at m y  practice  
is— this answ er is n ot w ritten  to  m ake
m e  fee l righteou s. B u t I agree with 
this lay m an . H o m e, auto exp en se, utili­
ties, and special gifts are  part o f m y  in­
com e. A  valid  estim ation  of th eir value 
can b e  k n ow n , and a tithe of this given 
to the L ord .
C an  w e p reach  storeh ou se tith ing and 
then  n ot rea lly  g ive  at least a tithe 
of ou r ow n  in com e?
A  P a s t o r  f r o m  C a l i f o r n i a  s a y s :
Y e s ! It is m y  b e lie f that w e must 
tithe A L L  that w e m a k e  b efo re  any 
deductions. If I fee l led  to instruct my 
people to  g ive  of their gross income, 
this m ean s that I too m u st give  of my 
gross— w h ich  m ean s cash and A L L  al­
low an ces.
A  P a s t o r  f r o m  I n d ia n a  B e l i e v e s :
L e t ’s loo k  at the priests in  the Old 
T estam en t. T h e y  w ere  g iven  an in­
heritance in  C anaan. T h e y  did not pay 
a tithe on  the lan d  th ey  used— only 
on the increase. W h e n  th ey  took a 
tithe of the m e a t and  other offerings, 
th ey  w ere  n ot req u ired  to  p ay  tithe 
on that, for  that w as a part o f their 
livin g . A n y th in g  a m in ister receives 
or is given  to use in  the w o rk  of the 
L o rd  is n ot su b ject to tithe excep t his 
m o n ey  he actu a lly  w ork s for. W hoever  
h eard  o f a p reach er tith ing on a $500 
p ou n d in g w h ich  is for the u se  of his 
fam ily , or a n ew  car, or a n e w  suit, or
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a typewriter for his own use? Now if 
he were going to sell these things and 
make a cash profit, then he would tithe 
on the profit. Or if you take someone 
to a convention many miles and he 
gives you money for gas, you don’t tithe 
that or for the gift of books to use for 
the glory of God.
Tithe all your income before anything 
is taken out and God will bless you and 
prosper you. All this other is straining 
at a gnat and swallowing a camel. There 
is no such type in the Old Testament; 
the New Testament does not require 
it and neither does the Manual of the 
Church of the Nazarene.
P R O B LE M : M y problem is the self- 
appointed “church boss.” This m an has 
been on the board twenty years, and dom i­
nates every board m eeting with his strong 
personality. Other m em bers have good 
ideas of their ow n but are afraid to buck  
him . Can anyone help m e handle this situ­
ation w isely?
Pastors, what do you say? Write your opinions. 
If published, a $3.00 book credit will be given. 
Not over 200 words please.
village. He longed to do something for 
the London Missionary Society in its 
program of world evangelization. He 
had little funds to give and so decided 
that one of his hens should belong to the 
Society, and that all of the eggs which 
she laid should be sold and the money 
given to the missionary society. Before 
the hen died, the money amounted to 
4 pounds, ten shillings (about $23.00). 
But that was not all. The hen sat on 
eight eggs which hatched, and these too 
were assigned to be property of the 
missionary society. In time they brought 
in a large amount of money.
Upland, Calif.
BILL BURCH
He who thanks but with the lips 
Thanks but in part;
The full, the true thanksgiving 
Comes from the heart.
W hen the Sunday school teacher asked 
her class what they were thankful for, 
one little fellow replied, “M y glasses.”
He explained, “They keep the boys from  




In Gloucester, England, in an old- 
fashioned garden and orchard, there 
stood this quaint marker, dated De­
cember 21, 1869:
Here lies Tidman’s missionary hen.
Her contributions, four pounds, ten.
Although she is dead, the work goes 
on,
As she has left seven daughters and 
a son
To carry on the work that she had 
begun.
So be it!
Here is the story behind the marker. 
A  man named Tidman lived in a little
When I find a great deal of gratitude 
in a poor man, I take it for granted 
there would be as much generosity if 
he were rich.—Pope.
Entering the Ministry
Mrs. H en was in tears; one of her little 
ones had been sacrificed to m ake a repast 
for a visiting clergyman. “Cheer up, 
M adam ,” said the rooster, comfortingly. 
“Y ou  should rejoice that your son is en­
tering the m inistry. He was poorly quali­
fied for a lay m em ber anyhow.”
D on’t fill your heart with bitterness over 
the things that go wrong in life. Fill your 
heart with gratitude for the things that are 
right. Forget those you m ay think have 
hurt you; remember those you know  have 
helped you. A nd  repay any good you re­
ceive with all the good you can give. And  
then you can be truly thankful on every 
Thanksgiving Day.
—Selected
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A N D
AMONG BOOKS
The New Testament and Criticism
B y George Eldon Ladd (Grand Rapids: 
W m . B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 
1967. 222 pp., cloth, $3.95.)
George Eldon Ladd, professor of New  
Testament exegesis and theology at Fuller 
Theological Seminary, has already distin­
guished himself in the field in which he 
teaches. His literary productivity is increas­
ing in quantity and quality year by year.
This particular volume, which reviews 
the field of biblical criticism including such 
subjects as “textual criticism,” “literary 
criticism,” “form criticism,” and “compara­
tive religious criticism,” has been much 
needed. This diligent evangelical scholar 
has filled the gap with a study which is 
w ell-w ritten in a popular style.
Dr. Earle comments: “This is a good 
summary of the current situation in a 
field with which most of our pastors are 
unacquainted, but in which they need to 
be informed.”
Every pastor who wants to be conversant 
with the thought of our times concerning 
this very important area of biblical studies 
should read this monograph.
W illa r d  H. T a y lo r
The Art of Understanding Yourself
B y  Cecil Osborne (Grand Rapids: Zonder- 
van Publishing Co., 1967. 216 pp., cloth, 
$4.95.)
Understand ourselves! Sounds simple 
and almost elementary until we try seri­
ously to do it. Then the complexity of in­
ner defense mechanisms comes into light 
and we discover that “the inner man” is in­
deed an empire of shadows, w ell-defended  
cities, and practiced personal loyalties.
Dr. Cecil Osborne in The A rt of Under­
standing Ourselves gives extended and 
careful study to the “self” with its hidden 
fears, anxieties, guilt, and rationalization. 
This is a serious study by a man who 
definitely believes in an evangelical “new  
birth.” But he also leans much more heavi­
ly than most evangelicals on the therapy of 
group discussions.
It is a call for Christians to outgrow  
spiritual adolescence if forgiveness is to 
become a deep, penetrating reality. A t this 
point I see value in this thoughtful book.
So don’t plan on reading this in an hour. 
It will make you pause and indulge in 
serious introspection on the questions, Do I 
fully understand m yself? Do I act like a 
completely relaxed, committed Christian?
In the chapter on healing he assumes too 
much, in the opinion of this humble re­
viewer, when he states, “The same powers 
used by Jesus to heal the sick are available 
to us.” That flat sentence needs some seri­
ous restudy.
But this will give insight into the work­
ings of the Group Movement, which likely 
will be heard from more frequently in the 
years that lie ahead.
N orm an  R. O ke 
God and Evil
B y William Fitch (Grand Rapids: W m . B. 
Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1967. 183 
pp., cloth, $2.65.)
The fact of evil— its abiding presence, its 
baneful influence upon the human race, its 
origin, the wisdom and justice of its being 
divinely permitted have together formed 
the basis for much theological dispute. With 
this short monograph, Fitch enters the de­
bate. The author logically opens his dis­
cussion with the origin of evil, and un­
fortunately ascribes it to God. He seeks to 
support his position by a statement from 
Isa. 45 :6 -7 , wherein “evil” is referred to as 
a creation of God. Although he denies 
equating “evil” with “sin,” an impartial 
reading can hardly sustain such denial. 
His view of the unlimited sovereignty of 
God would inevitably make God responsi­
ble for sin. This dilemma would have 
been averted if the author had accepted 
Calvin’s interpretation of evil in Isaiah’s 
passage as being “judgments and punish­
ments.” Such definitions of evil is clearly 
set forth in scores of biblical passages.
Having acknowledged the existence of 
evil, his thesis unfolds its baneful effects, 
the divine plan for personal victory over it, 
and the full and final triumph over all 
evil.
The book is well worth the reading. Its 
insights are illuminating, its teachings help­
ful, its conclusions scriptural for the most 
part.
T. W . W illin g h a m
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AM ON G OURSELVES
It is a humbling and soul-searching fact that in several 
of our overseas home mission fields (p. 27) people were 
found who had prayed many years for the Church of the 
Nazarene to come . . .  In Australia one man prayed twenty 
years; in Sweden, a godly Salvationist for eight or ten years 
. . .  W e must have seemed terribly tardy! . . . One cannot 
help wondering in how many other countries people are 
praying, right now . . . Reaching the $2,000,000 Thanksgiving 
Offering will help answer their prayers . . . And no excuse 
for a dull approach . . . With so many good ideas begging 
to be used (p. 25) . . . The slogan on p. 26 should be em­
blazoned on every bulletin board and in every weekly bulletin 
— and on every pastor’s heart . . . Unquestionably we need 
to becom e better acquainted with this temperamental gentle­
man Mr. S. S. Growth (p. 22) . . . But even more, we need to 
inveigle him into holy w edlock with Miss Registered Teacher, 
daughter of T. T. Program (p. 28) . . . Poor teaching will 
sabotage our hard-won numerical gains . . .  It isn’t a question 
o f getting “ the cart before the horse”— as if we needed to 
achieve A -1 teaching before we tried to grow . . .  It is rather 
a problem  of getting two horses in front of the cart instead 
of one, who has to be whipped and coaxed because he is 
being made to pull a rig built for two . . . Yes, pastor, you 
can give better guidance on wills if you know the terminology 
(p. 29) . . . Incidentally, maybe that might apply to G od ’s 
will, too . . . Or perhaps we should scuttle terminology in 
order to “ com m unicate” ..........................................What?
Until next month,
Genuine Revival NOW
By BUSSELL V. DE LONG
In his typical crisp, staccato style, Dr. DeLong compares the 
decadence of our times to that of great nations of the past. 
He points out that only revival NOW can produce the 
miracle needed to save us from disaster, and outlines how  
revival can and will come. 32 pages, paper.
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Foundations of Wesleyan-Arminian Theology
By MILDRED BANGS WYNKOOP
A  discriminating study of the basic differences between historical Calvinism and 
Arminianism and the developments which have created the mounting barriers to 
understanding each other’s position. Dr. W ynkoop deals authoritatively with the 
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By C. WILLIAM FISHER
One of the most widely known evangelists in the Church of the Nazarene takes a 
good look at evangelism. Various phases in the work of an evangelist and ways of 
conducting evangelistic services are discussed. The remaining part of the book is 
devoted to twelve complete revival sermons. 168 pages, cloth. $2.75
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By MILO L. ARNOLD
Here is a book that focuses attention on the minister’s self-giving service to his 
people and the necessity for personal integrity and discipline. Pitfalls of profession­
alism, lack of organization, and disillusionment are also brought into light, all to help 
the pastor better fulfill his divine calling. 138 pages, cloth. $2.25
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